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Report from The Irish Dance Teachers Association of North America, Inc. 

(IDTANA, Inc.) 

October 2017  -  October 2018 

 

 
 

 

The past twelve months have been very busy, hectic, but productive ones for the Irish 

Dance Teachers Association of North America, Inc.  We continue to see the growth of Irish 

Dancing across North America, as well as in Mexico and parts of South America.  Our overall 

membership is approaching 1,000 members. 

 

In November and December, 2017, all seven regions of North America held very 

successful Oireachtaisi to qualify dancers to represent their regions at the 2018 Oireachtas Rince 

na Cruinne (World Championships) in Glasgow, Scotland.  The standard of solo and team 

dancing continues at a very high level in all seven regions.  Many regions provide travel stipends 

and/or scholarships to assist a number of their qualifiers with the expenses they incur in order to 

attend the World Championships. 

 

Dancers from North America competed in the full range of major Irish dance 

championships during the last year.  North America sent many qualifying dancers and teams to 

the 2018 World Championships in Glasgow, and we were thrilled to bring back six solo 

championship titles and five team championships, as well as many placements in all age groups. 

In addition, dancers represented North America at The All Ireland Championships; the Scottish 

Nationals; the Great Britain Championships; The British National Championships; and the 

Australian Open Championships.  These dancers and their teachers represented North America 

very well, and their placement in the overall results in competitions at these events confirms the 

caliber of dancing to be found across North America. 

 

Representatives of the seven regions of North America, as well as the elected officers of 

the IDTANA, continue to be a part of the work carried out by An Coimisiun le Rinci Gaelacha.  

They attend general meetings of CLRG, they serve in leadership roles, and they also contribute 

their hard work and creative problem-solving skills to the work of the many committees that 

carry out the work of An Coimisiun.  North Americans serve in several important leadership 

roles.  Tim O’Hare, ADCRG, serves as a Leas-Cathaoirleach (Vice Chair), and Sandra Connick, 

TCRG, serves as Cisteoir (Treasurer).  Several committees are chaired by North American 

members: Barbara Blakey, ADCRG, chairs Coiste Margaiochta (the Marketing Committee); 

James Early, ADCRG, chairs Coiste Rialacha (the Rules Committee); Angela Hogan, ADCRG, 

chaired Coiste Feisteas (the Costume Committee); and, Russell J. Beaton, SDCRG, chairs An 

tUdaras Scrudaithe (the Examination Authority).  We are all very proud of the contributions 

made by all North American members to the running of CLRG. 
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In February 2018, the IDTANA held our annual mini convention in Phoenix, Arizona.  

We continued our collaboration with the North American Feis Commission, which held its three 

annual solo dancing championships for eligible dancers.   Twenty-seven members of the 

extended Executive Board attend this annual meeting to review and prepare motions and 

discussion topics for our annual AGM in July.  We welcomed CLRG Chairperson Frances 

Curley, who made a presentation on behalf of CLRG and conducted a discussion of several 

topics with members present.  We also welcomed Lori Seeman, NAFC President, who discussed 

several items with members.  The entire weekend was coordinated by Pat Hall, ADCRG, and Pat 

Watkins from the NAFC. 

 

We continue to develop and refine our new IDTANA website.  Allison Weber Erickson, 

ADCRG, continues to work with the website and will update and refine existing sections over 

time and Go to www.idtana.org to experience the new website.  Thanks to Allison for her 

dedication to improving our communications with members and the general public. 

 

The 2018 North American Championships were held at the Hilton Orlando in Orlando, 

Florida, June 30-July 4.  The Executive Board of the IDTANA hosted the event this year:  

Russell Beaton (President); Lisa Petri (Vice President); Martin Percival (Treasurer); Margaret 

Cleary (Corresponding Secretary); Judy McCafferty (Recording Secretary); Mary Bryan 

(Sergeant-At-Arms); Tim O’Hare (Past President); Allison Weber Erickson (Social Media 

Director).   The NAIDC 2018 was a very exciting and memorable event, where nearly 3,000 

dancers completed in solo and team events.  Those who attended the 2018 NAIDC left Orlando 

with great memories and lots of photos and selfies from this year’s NAIDC!   

 

The annual IDTANA convention was held one day prior to the NAIDC on June 29, with 

over 250 members in attendance.  We were pleased to welcome the NAFC president, Lori 

Seeman, to report on the progress of the NAFC, and Francis Curley, SDCRG, Chairperson of An 

Coimisiun le Rinci Gaelacha, who reported on activity and future developments at the CLRG 

level.  We also held bi-annual elections for our executive board positions.   Those elected will 

take office in May 2019, in line with the bi-annual elections for officers and committee 

chairs/members at CLRG.  Officers elected for 2019-2021 are Russell Beaton, President; Lisa 

Petri, Vice President; Martin Percival, Treasurer; Michael Smith, recording secretary; Allison 

Weber Erickson, corresponding secretary; Margaret Cleary, Sergeant-at-Arms; and, Tim O’Hare 

continuing as Past President. 

 

The IDTANA Cyril McNiff Scholarship Program awarded $41,000 worth of scholarships 

to assist dancers with the costs associated with attending college or university.  This program, 

which has been in operation for over 25 years, is very fortunate to receive a major, annual  

contribution from Northwest Designs, Ink, a vendor located in the Seattle, Washington area, 

which allows the program to award scholarships (ranging from $500 to $2,000) to 48 dancers 

this year.  This year’s scholarship winners represent 40 dancing schools in all seven regions of 

North America.  The 2018 scholarship committee was chaired by Nora McHugh, ADCRG, with 

assistance from Russell Beaton, SDCRG, and it involved over 30 teacher members from all 

seven regions in North America in the decision-making process.  Beginning with the 2020 

scholarship program, Nora McHugh, ADCRG, will be the sole chair of the program. 

 

http://www.idtana.org/
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We are well underway in our planning for the 2019 North American Championships, 

which will be held in Vancouver, British Columbia, at The Vancouver Convention Center with 

competitions taking place on July 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5.  The host hotel is the Fairmont Vancouver, 

and there are an additional 10 hotels nearby. The IDTANA Convention will take place on June 

30th .   The Western Canadian Region of IDTANA, Inc., will be hosting the 2019 NAIDC for the 

first time in several years.  Social media is up and running. Visit “NAIDC 2019” on FaceBook. 

 

The IDTANA is an organization that continues to grow and evolve. We look forward to 

the continued growth of Irish Dancing across all of our countries and regions as we move further 

into our second fifty years!  We wish the NAFC the very best for the next year, and we also look 

forward to working in partnership with the NAFC as we all strive to fulfill our primary goal of 

fostering quality Irish dance instruction and offering quality competitive dance experiences for 

our dancers and their families across North America. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Russell J. Beaton, SDCRG 

President, IDTANA, Inc. 

 


