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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

This handbook has been prepared by the North American Feis Commission and was originally 

published in 1964. Changes have been made based upon input received at annual meetings. 

 

Fundamental guidance is provided to plan and conduct a Feis in accordance with North American 

Feis Commission rules. The Handbook contains information that will aid in conducting a cultural 

and financially successful event. 

 

SCOPE 
 

Purpose: 

 

This handbook provides guidance for developing and executing an event promoted to attract 

participants and observers to advance our Celtic heritage. 

 

Applicability: 

 

This handbook addresses and applies to the following general areas: 

 

a) Feis criteria 

b) Dancing competition rules 

c) Non-dance competition rules 

d) Dance stage specifications 

e) NAFC Irish Dancing Championship Rules 

f) Aids for planning and conducting a Feis  

 

Recommendations for improving this publication should be submitted to the President, North 

American Feis Commission, Inc. at least 60 days prior to the annual meeting. 
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Preface  
 

 

The revival of Irish identity and nationality was so rapid and engulfing in the early 60’s that not only did 

the popularity of the Feis spread throughout North America but also the popularity of everything 

associated with Ireland.  Apart from the enjoyment of the undoubted quality and beauty of Irish dancing, 

music and song, was the day of the Feis itself.  It brought the family together and gave them an 

opportunity to greet old friends and meet new ones. 

 

The new Feiseanna which were appearing in several communities brought about the necessity of formal 

guidelines in the rudiments and principles of running a Feis.  Phone calls and letters were coming to me 

from places I never heard of, all asking the same questions -- How do I do this?  How do I do that?  Will 

you come the day of the Feis and help?  The questions went on and on.  Even though I enjoyed helping 

and sending out the information, the time had come to put it all together in some sort of manual that 

would assist new Feiseanna in organizing a Feis and avoiding the many pitfalls which they would 

encounter. 

 

The handbook as it is today is the result of many years of observing Feiseanna.  It is not the intention of 

the writer to curtail the initiative and imagination of the Feis committees from vigorously exploring new 

ideas to make the Feis more complete and entertaining.  I strongly recommend, though, that the principles 

of the Feis from which it originated should always depict the traditional culture of Ireland and should 

never deviate one iota from those principles. 

 

A book like this is never complete (1995 is the eighth revision).  Any suggestions you can make will be 

appreciated because to me, the Feis, when run properly with dignity and respect, engulfing more of the 

Irish arts than just dancing, is the greatest of all Irish activities. 

 

I will always treasure the wonderful people my family and I have met over the years through the medium 

of the Feis.  They are the finest people in the world who enjoy giving of themselves and their families to 

spread the culture of Ireland to the people who found their identity and rediscovered the traditions of their 

forefathers.  The men and women who promote the Feis have reached out far beyond the ordinary person.  

They dared to venture where few have trod. 

 

The NAFC, which was organized in 1968, has become a household word among the people interested in 

Irish culture.  Its reputation as an authority on how a Feis should be conducted is worthy of all involved 

and especially of Bob Gabor who had the foresight to bring us all together in Albany for that memorable 

first meeting.  The Commission has exceeded all the expectations ever dreamed of by its founding fathers.  

No stone has been left unturned to make the Feis what it is today -- the only place where one can see and 

enjoy the beauty of authentic Irish culture. 

 

 

 

 Gerry Campbell, (DECEASED) President, NAFC 1973-1974 
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ORIGINS OF THE FEIS IN IRELAND 
 

The most colorful description of the earliest recorded Feiseanna (plural of the Gaelic “Feis”) has been 

given us by Seamus MacManus in his monumental “History of the Irish Race.”  As in the preliterate stage 

of culture of all people, the Gaels had a strong oral tradition that eventually entered earliest writings.  Just 

as archeological research has substantiated the bulk of Hebrew preliterate traditions, so it has been in the 

case of the majority of Gaelic traditions. 

 

From these sources, MacManus has drawn a vivid portrait of the glorious heritage of today’s Feis, making 

us keenly aware that we are the inheritors of but a fragment of what was a glorious culture. 

 

Throughout the kingdoms and provinces of early Ireland, there were times and places set aside for the 

general assembly of the people.  Chief of these, the one to which each territorial assembly sent 

representatives, was the Aonach or Great Fair at Tara, seat of the Ard Rhi, or High King of Ireland. 

 

Tara had been founded by the Firbolgs, predecessors of the Gaels in Ireland, as their own capital.  The 

Gaelic Milesians turned it to the same use, with considerable additions and embellishments.  This Aonach 

or Great Fair of the people of all Ireland must have gone on from time immemorial, but it was seven or 

eight hundred years before the time of Christ that historic fame of the Feis became associated with it.  The 

great king Ollamh Fodhla is cited as founding the Ardh Feis at Tara. 

 

The Feis then was a parliamentary assembly, and to it came the provincial kings and nobility, chiefs, 

judges, doctors, poets and bards of all Ireland.  Thus were assembled in one place the living repositories 

of the Gaelic culture and tradition.  Residences for them were maintained at Tara, and we can but imagine 

the pomp displayed and protocol observed at their gatherings.  Lengthy descriptions have been left of the 

order and procedure followed then, the attire of the important personages present, and the wisdom 

displayed in judgments handed down or laws enacted or amended. 

 

While the deliberative functions of the Feis were taking place, it was one of the pleasures of the people 

assembled to be entertained by recitations of their history, the important men and events that had gone 

before, the genealogy or descent of the leading families among them, and the legends, songs and stories 

so dear to them.  It was this feature that gave the best of the seanachies (storytellers), bards, poets and 

genealogists their pride of place by demonstrable ability.  One can imagine even then the people drifting 

from place to place, listening to each one and deciding for themselves which were the best. 

 

It is a matter of record that athletic events and games took place at these assemblies, the winners of these 

events becoming heroes of the people from whom they sprung, the earliest martial-type events of horse 

and chariot racing gave way to tests of strength and agility by the individual. 

 

Two of the great books of Ireland, the Book of Leinster and the Book of Ballymote, both contain 

descriptions of such an affair, and in them we find reference to music and musical events.  As each King 

and chieftain worthy of the name and his own bard and harpist, we can imagine the competition among 

them for fame and adulation.  Even the most prejudiced of foreign observers had nothing but praise for 

the musicians of the old Gaelic order and the melodies played. 

 

Given the emotional nature and the natural exuberance of the Irish, it is impossible to imagine that there 

was not also a proliferation of the terpsichorean arts, both among those devoted to it almost exclusively as 

well as the dances native to the people.  Certain it is even today that there are features to dancing that are 

peculiarly and exclusively Irish, not found among the dances of any other people. 
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Of the arts and crafts, we need only point to such examples of various great Books still in existence 

(Kells, Leinster, Ballymote, etc.) and their glorious illuminations and ornamentation.  The artistic 

treasures in precious metals found in chance diggings or in archeological excavations are vivid positive 

proof of the Gaelic eye for beauty in form and design.  Apprentices in the various crafts were required to 

exhibit examples of their skills for approbation to achieve certification before they could practice them.  

(One of the earliest records of adjudication at a Feis!) 

 

As preliterate Ireland passed into the literate and eventually into the Christian era, we find more and more 

references in literature to these affairs.  Aonach becomes interchangeable with Feis as a designation.  

While the political aspects of the original Feis remained, these tended to become increasingly 

overshadowed by the festive culture aspects.  We find more and more reference to participants by their 

particular crafts or accomplishments -- trumpeters, harpists, timpanists, jugglers, pipers, fiddlers, ballad 

singers, flutists, etc.  One literary description, in Gaelic verse form, tells of the assembled people listening 

in close attention to the historic lays of the bards that they might verify their accuracy.  Yet another 

instance of early adjudication! 

 

In the famous Book of the Four Masters is recorded the last great Aonach or Feis, called by the then Ard 

Rhi of Ireland, Rory O’Connor.  It was in 1169 AD, the year of the Norman invasion of Ireland.  It is 

worthy of note that the line of chariots carrying the king, nobility and chieftains to the Feis stretched for a 

distance of six miles!  One can imagine the press of the throng of the general public that attended this 

affair. 

 

After 1169 AD began the eight hundred year assault of everything Gaelic and most especially its cultural 

traditions.  As one of the most obvious manifestations of that culture, the Feis was able to exist wherever 

the old Gaelic order held out, but in much attenuated form.  Over the long years, it degenerated into the 

simple market or country style fairs to be found in any land. 

 

It necessarily follows that the high order of the old Gaelic culture and its glorious traditions went into 

eclipse.  In the recorded history of Ireland are found occasional glimpses of it.  Particularly poignant are 

the lives and fortunes of those who labored to keep alive the old Gaelic Bardic tradition among a deprived 

and impoverished people.  It is so obvious that the fragments remaining to us today are but a shadow of 

the rich and beautiful heritage. 

 

Wherever in the world Irish people gather for a Feis today, be it ever so large, spectacular and even 

beautiful, there persists that haunting memory of a splendid vanished glory. 

 

 

 

Especially here in North America, few words would seem more appropriate than those of the New 

England poet, James Russell Lowell.  In the closing stanza of his poem “Maud Muller,” he reminds us, 

 

 “...Of all the sad words 

  Of mouth or pen, 

The saddest are these -- 

  It might have been.” 

 

 

Robert Gabor, (DECEASED) PRESIDENT, NAFC 1968-1972, MEMBER SINCE 1968 
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CONSTITUTION 

 OF  

THE NORTH AMERICAN FEIS COMMISSION, INC. 

 

ARTICLE I: NAME 

The corporate name of this organization is and shall be The North American Feis Commission (NAFC) 

 

ARTICLE II:  PURPOSE 

The purpose of the NAFC as set for in the Certificate of incorporation: 

To encourage the close association of dedicated representatives from committees, societies, 

clubs or groups throughout North America to discuss goals, problems and accomplishments 

that will be of mutual benefit; to agree, provide and disseminate uniform rules for guidance 

in the successful accomplishment of athletic, musical, dancing, art, writing and oratorical 

competitions or competitive games or interests which have their origins in Celtic Culture; to 

obtain mutual agreement on the date, time and location of all events throughout North 

America which have as their attractions, performances, competitions, games or interests of 

Celtic origin; to promote, assist, support and encourage the continuation and advancement 

of Celtic Culture in North America; to insure the benefits of these efforts will be solely for 

the advancement and growth of the social aspirations and principals of Celtic Heritage for 

competitor, parent, teacher, spectator or sponsor. 

 

ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1. 

The membership of the NAFC shall consist of duly accredited committees, societies, clubs, 

groups or persons who are active in Feiseanna or have an interest in advancing the purposes of 

the NAFC. 

Section 2. 

The accreditation requirements for membership in the NAFC of committees, societies, clubs 

groups or persons (Members) as stated in ARTICLE I of the Bylaws shall be determined by the 

Board of Directors. 

 

ARTICLE IV:  OFFICERS 

Section 1. 

The NAFC shall consist of the Board of Directors (BOD), Elected Officers (EO) of the Organizational 

Body and the General Membership 
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Section 2. 

The Board of Directors shall consist of at least five Directors, all past presidents may be considered for 

position of Director 

Section 3. 

The Officers of the NAFC shall be a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Registrar and any 

other offices specified in the Bylaws of the NAFC 

 

ARTICLE V:  MEETINGS 

Section 1. 

There shall be at least one (1) general meeting of the Membership of the NAFC each calendar year.  

The date and venue of this general meeting shall be determined by majority vote of the membership at 

the annual meeting.  If no agreement can reached regarding the date and/or venue, the final decision as 

to the date and/or venue shall be made by the BOD. 

Section 2. 

The entire membership shall be notified, in writing, of each general meeting at least one (1) month in 

advance of the meeting. 

Section 3. 

The BOD shall meet at least once each calendar year and at other times during the year as determined 

by the Chairman of the Board 

 

ARTICLE VI:  AMENDMENTS  

Section 1. 

This Constitution can be amended by a simple majority of the BOD. 

Section 2. 

A proposed amendment may be initiated by submitting it to the President in writing over their signature 

no later than thirty (30) days before the annual meeting.  Electronic submissions with electronic 

signatures are acceptable.  After being read to the membership at the General Meeting, the proposed 

amendment will be forwarded to the BOD with the membership’s recommendation. 

Section 3. 

The BOD’s decision regarding any proposed amendment to the Constitution shall be made within thirty 

(30) days following the General Meeting and will be included in the minutes of the General Meeting. 
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BYLAWS  

OF  

THE NORTH AMERICAN FEIS COMMISSION, INC. 

 

The use of term NAFC will be understood to mean the North American Feis Commission; the use of the term 

IDTANA will be understood to mead the Irish Dancing Teachers’ Association of North America Inc. and the 

use of the term An Coimisiún will be understood to mean An Coimisiún le Rincí Gaelacha. 

 

ARTICLE I:  MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1. 

Candidate(s) for membership must file, with the Registrar, a completed membership form with fee. 

Section 2. 

The Registrar will notify the Secretary and President of the EO of the new member(s) and each will 

record the new member(s) in the roll of members. 

Section 3. 

Member(s) in good standing is defined as one is at least 21 years if age, is current with annual dues 

and/or obligations and no outstanding NAFC sanctions. 

 

ARTICLE II:  REGISTRATION FEES 

Section 1. 

The annual dues for membership in the NAFC shall be established at the General Meeting.  The amount 

of the dues shall remain in effect until changed at the subsequent General Meeting.  

Section 2. 

The NAFC registers, on behalf of the An Coimisiún, all Feiseanna to be held in North America.  The 

Feis Registration fee will be determined by An Coimisiún. 

Section 3. 

Dues must be paid on or before a date to be determined by the BOD of the NAFC.  Feiseanna will be 

notified of the due date. 

Section 4. 

The BOD shall determine any other regulations regarding the payment of fees 
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ARTICLE III:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

The Board of Directors (BOD) shall be the governing body of the NAFC. The BOD establishes policies of the 

NAFC in accordance with its Constitution and Bylaws.  It shall be the final decision making body of the NAFC 

between annual meetings and function throughout the year as required.   

The BOD and individual directors represent the membership of the NAFC and are directly accountable to said 

membership.  They also have a fiduciary duty to those who provide fees for the administration of the 

Organization. 

Section 1.  DUTIES 

A. Interpret and amend the Constitution and Bylaws 

B. In an emergency fill any vacancy in any Office or on the Board of Directors by a simple majority 

vote of the BOD 

C. Elect a Chair and Vice-Chair by a simple majority vote of the BOD 

D.  Audit, or cause to be audited, the records and reports of the Treasurer 

E. Promulgate all laws, rules, decisions and inquiries to the membership through the President of the 

organization 

 

 

Section 2.  NOMINATION, ELECTION, TERM and REMOVAL of the BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

A. The election of Directors, Chair and Vice-Chair shall take place at the Board of Directors’ meeting 

and require a simple majority vote of the members of the BOD. 

B. All Board members shall serve (3) year term but are eligible for re-election by a simple majority of 

vote of the members of the Board. Such election to take place at the Board Meeting.  

C. The Chair, Vice-Chair and Directors shall serve their term unless they resign or are removed by a 

simple majority vote of members of the Board.  A Board member must attend at least one (1) 

convention and two (2) Board Meetings over a two (2) year period forfeit the position unless a 

reasonable explanation of absence is received.  A Board member may be removed for other reasons 

by a simple majority of the remaining Directors. 

D. The BOD may accept a duly appointed Officer from the IDTANA and an EU–based Office from 

An Coimisiún to serves as a Director on the Board of the NAFC. 

 

ARTICLE IV:  ELECTED/APPOINTED OFFICERS 

The Elected/Appointed Offices of the NAFC consist of the President, the Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, 

Registrar and Officer-at-Large. 

In the intervals between meetings of the BOD, the Officers shall have all of the powers and authority of the 

BOD.  This is subject to the direction and control of the BOD. 
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Section 1.  Duties 

The duties of the Officers shall be those customarily performed by such Officers together with those 

specifically mentions in these Bylaws and such other duties as may be assigned by the BOD. 

A. President 

1. Presided at all general meetings  

2. Enforce the laws, rules and regulations of the NAFC 

3. Conduct manage and direct the business of the NAFC  

4. Implement policies established by the BOD 

5. Appoint committees and be the Ex-Officio member of the BOD and all committees 

6. The President will make appointments to the position of Regional Representative. 

a. The appointment will be made for one (1) year. 

b. Re-appointment is at the discretion of the President 

c. Regional Representatives will represent the President in that region of North 

America.   

d. The President will request the Regional Representative to perform other specific 

tasks. 
7. The President or BOD may appoint members to an Ad Hoc Committee 

The Ad Hoc Committee will: 

a. Perform a defined and limited task 

b. Keep record of all its activities  

c. At regular intervals or upon request, provide a written report of its progress  

d. Make recommendations to the Board and/or President 

e. Provide a written report upon completion of its designated task 

 

B. Vice-President 

Assume and execute all duties of the President in the absence of disability of the President 

 

C. Officer-at-Large 

      Serve in a 2
nd

 Vice-President position 

 

D. Secretary 

1. Keep records of the proceedings of the NAFC 

2. Serve as Secretary to the Board of Directors 

3. Given to each member advance, written notice of all General Meetings 

4. Distributed the minutes of the Annual Meeting within sixty (60) days of the meeting 

5. Perform such other duties as the Office shall require or shall be assigned by the President or 

the BOD 

6. Surrender to the successor all books, records, correspondence and documents of the NAFC 

 

E. Treasurer 

1. Collect and disburse the funds of the NAFC 

2. Authorize disbursements in accordance with the Bylaws 

3. Present a financial report to the membership at the Annual General Meeting (AGM).  This 

report shall cover the balance at the beginning of the year, all receipts and disbursements 

during the years and the balance at the end of the year.   

4. Present an interim financial report at each Board Meeting 
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5. Comply with year-end tax reporting requirements 

6. Chair a Finance Committee consisting of two (2) other members appointed by the President.  

This Committee shall review and report to the AGM all fiscal procedures, and present an 

Annual Budget to the BOD for its approval 

7. Make financial Statements of the NAFC available to all NAFC members, BOD, and the 

Elected Treasurer and Treasurer of An Coimisiún. 

8. Surrender to the successor all financial records and property of the NAFC.  

 

F. Registrar 

1. Establish a single vehicle for the registration and payments of fees by all Feiseanna.    

2. Ensure that all Feiseanna are in compliance with the NAFC rules 

3. Ensure the contact information of all Feiseanna is updated at all times 

4. Act as Liaison or Webmaster for the NAFC, keeping the site current 

5. Provide information in a timely manner to the BOD 

6. Surrender to the successor all books, records, correspondence and documents of the NAFC.  

 

Section 2.  Nomination/Election/Appointment/Term of Officers 

A. The Election of Officers will take place only at the AGM of the NAFC 

B. President, Vice-President, Officer-at-Large and Treasurer shall be elected by the membership at the 

AGM.  

C. Secretary and Registrar shall be appointed by the newly elected President 

D. The individual nominated for an Office must be: 

1. Member in Good Standing 

2.  Must have attended two (2) of the previous three (3) AGMs. 

E. The candidate for Treasurer: 

1. Must have a background in accounting 

2. Be able to maintain a journal ledger 

F. To be nominated for any office, a Member must be present at the AGM 

G. The President shall designate a person to act as Chair for Nominations  

H. Nominations 

1. Must be in writing 

2. Received by the President no later than September 1
st
 of each year 

3. May be sent via regular or electronic mail and properly signed 

4. Will be accepted from the floor on the day of Convention 

5. At-Large Delegate 

a. Be a member in good standing 

b. Attended three (3) of the last five (5) conventions  

c. Be chosen from the floor of the Convention 

I. Appointments 

The President has the authority to appoint individuals to represent the NAFC and may delegate to these 

individual any powers of the President that are required to perform the delegated duties.  Presidential 

appointments shall be reviewed for renewal after one (1) year 
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J. Terms of Office 

1. President 

a. Two (2) years with a limit of two (2) consecutive terms 

b. This is a limit of four (4) years 

2. Vice-President 

a. Two (2) years with a limit of two (2) consecutive terms 

b. This is a limit of four (4) years 

3. At-Large 

Non-renewable three (3) year term 

4. Secretary 

One (1) year with no limit as the number of consecutive terms 

5. Treasurer 

a. Two (2) years with a limit of two (2) consecutive terms 

b. This is a limit of four (4) years 

 

Any person elected to the position of an Officer may not be re-elected to the same position for more 

than two (2) consecutive terms without standing down for a period of two (2) years.  Being on the 

Board of the NAFC does not preclude being re-elected to an Office after two (2) years.  

 

ARTICLE V:  TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS 

Section 1. 

At the AGM the President shall establish the order of business.  The Rules of Order in the conduct of 

meeting not specifically provided in these Bylaws shall be Robert’s Rules of Order. A quorum shall 

consist of thirty-five (35) members in good standing.  In the absence of a quorum no business shall be 

transacted. 

Section 2. 

NAFC business may be transacted by the BOD at a meeting by written or electronic correspondence or 

by telephone.  All Board members shall be notified of the business to be transacted.  Any matters or 

policies approved by the BOD require a simple majority vote of the Board members.  In any case, the 

BOD shall not cause to be incurred any expense that exceeds the budget constraints imposed by the 

President.  

 

ARTICLE V:  VOTING 

Section 1. 

Unless there are extenuating circumstances, membership voting on NAFC issues will be confined to the 

annual meeting.  Members in good standing and present at the meeting will be eligible to vote in the 

annual meeting.  Each member shall be allotted one vote.  Further, one vote shall be allotted to each 

officer and each member of the Board of Directors.  Any member, officer or director can only exercise 

one vote.   
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Section 2. 

Approval of issues by voting at an annual meeting shall be determined by at least a simple majority of 

the votes cast. 

Section 3. 

Approval of issues required by the BOD shall be determined by at least simple majority of the BOD 

present 

 

ARTICLE VI:  GRIEVANCES 

Section 1. 

The BOD and EO shall constitute the Grievance Board. 

Section 2. 

Grievances must be submitted in writing, describing fully and clearly the nature of the grievance(s) and 

submitted to the President.  The Grievance Board shall receive the grievance within fifteen (15) days 

after receipt by the President.  A determination must be made, to the best of the ability of the Grievance 

Board members, within 60 days and said determination sent immediately to the President; thereupon, 

the grievance, and the determination shall be recorded by the Secretary and a copy immediately 

returned to the originator of the grievance. 

Section 3.  

The NAFC has entered into a protocol with An Coimisiún and IDTANA whereby conflicts, between the 

three organizations, can be resolved by appeal to an Arbitration Board. The NAFC representatives to 

this board will be appointed by the Chair in conjunction with the members of the Board.  

 

ARTICLE VII:  EXPENSES AND REIMBURSEMENTS 

Section 1: NAFC Presentations  

A. The President  will appoint only one person to represent the NAFC 

B. Wherever possible, the appointee should be an Elected Officer or Board Member residing 

geographically closest to the event. 

C. Expenses will be reimbursed according to the Expense Guidelines. 

 

Section 2: An Coimisiún Meetings in Ireland 

A. The President or a representative appointed by the President will attend the AGM. 

B. Expenses will be reimbursed according to the Expense Guidelines. 
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Section 3:  IDTANA Convention 

A. The President or a representative appointed by the President will attend the IDTANA convention. 

B. Expenses will be reimbursed according to the Expense Guidelines. 

 

Section 4: Expense Guidelines 

A. Mileage Reimbursement: 

1. Rate to be determined by the current IRS/CRA mileage rate 

2. Not to exceed the cost of economy airfare. 

 

B. Air Travel 

Economy airfare is to be used 

C. Lodging 

1. Wherever possible, accommodations should be at the Feis or event rate 

2. A maximum of three (3) nights hotel stay will be reimbursed 

D. Per Diem Rate 

1. Meals will be reimbursed at a maximum of $45.00 

a. $10.00 for Breakfast 

b. $15.00 for Lunch 

c. $20.00 for dinner 

2. A maximum of three (3) days meals will be reimbursed 

E. Expense Reporting 

1. All expenses must be entered on the Expense Report Sheet 

2. No expenses will be reimbursed without receipts 

3. Expense Reports must be submitted to the Treasurer no later than sixty (60) days of being 

incurred 

4. Expense Reports received  after sixty (60) days will not be reimbursed 

 
BOD, EO and Appointed Officers attending the AGM are eligible for reimbursement of expenses incurred in 

attending the Meeting minus any other reimbursement from any other organization.  This includes the AGM 

registration fee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NORTH AMERICAN FEIS COMMISSION  FEIS HANDBOOK-2015 

 

11 

 

 

NORTH AMERICAN FEIS COMMISSION 

 
MISSION: 

 

The mission of the North American Feis Commission (NAFC) is to promote Irish culture through its 

support of the Irish arts including: dancing, music, art, written and spoken word, and sports.  

 

PURPOSE: 

 

Register Feiseanna in North America. Ensure Feiseanna are run safely and in compliance with the 

regulations set forth by An Coimisiun, the IDTANA and NAFC members 

 

The NAFC shall not register dancing competitions under the name “Feis” nor may organizers use 

such a title unless, in conjunction with dancing competitions, one or more of the following Irish 

cultural competitions are included: music, singing, art, oratory, sports, Gaelic language, bands, essay 

or drama. 
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CRITERIA FOR RUNNING A FEIS 
 

New Feis applications will only be accepted from individuals who are registered with or members of 

An Coimisiun or a registered not for profit organizations with the appropriate governing authority.  

Authorization to hold a Feis by a not for profit organization will be at the discretion of the NAFC 

Board. 

 

APPLICATION PROCESS FOR FEIS REGISTRATION 
 

1. Registration of a new or existing Feis must be made by in writing/via website 

(www.northamericanfeiscommission.org) by the Feis organizers on or before the dates listed 

below.    

 

2. Starting with the 2012 Registrations, registration must be submitted with payment no later 

than two (2) months after the current year Feis. 

 

3. Registrations postmarked after the deadline dates will be assessed a $100.00 late fee. 

 

4. Registrations without proper insurance information are considered INCOMPLETE and will 

not be approved. 

 

5. Starting with 2016 Registrations, an organization applying for a new Feis must attend 1 

NAFC convention before being approved to run a Feis.  The organization will be given 4 

dates one in each quarter of the year in which to choose from. 

 

 

DATE SELECTION 
 

1. If the first of the month falls on a Sunday, that is considered the first Sunday of the month.  

This would result in the first full weekend having a first Saturday and a second Sunday.   

 

2. Any Feis that has registered with the NAFC and taken place for two or more consecutive 

years can retain their original date for a period of two consecutive years if the Feis has to 

move to another date.  

 

3. Date change requests must be submitted on the “Date Change Form” (available online) and 

are on a first come, first serve basis. 

 

4. Feiseanna are limited to ten (10) per weekend, with a maximum of six Feiseanna being 

permitted on any one day, no two (2) Feiseanna on the same day within a 200 mile radius 

of one another.  A 2 or 3 days Feis will be considered one unit in calculating the number of 

Feiseanna permitted on a weekend. On weekends on which more than ten Feiseanna are 

currently permitted the status quo will stand.  Should any such Feis cease to be organized, 

no new Feis will be added to that weekend unless the number of Feiseanna on that 

weekend falls below ten. 
 

ALTERNATE FEIS FORMAT 

 
1. The NAFC, in agreement with the IDTANA, will register, on a limited basis, events which 

include, in the syllabus, competitions for certain grades only, e.g. beginners or are judged by 

only one adjudicator.   However, in such cases, the title “Championship” may not be used. 
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2. If a Feis wants to apply to hold an alternative Feis format with fewer than three judges, this 

application should be submitted to the IDTANA Region in which the Feis would be held.  If 

this request for an alternative format is approved, the approval with then be forwarded to the 

NAFC and the Feis will then proceed with the usual NAFC registration process and fees. This 

is a one-time only approval and the Feis must apply each year they wish to run on this format. 

 

PAYMENT FOR FEIS REGISTRATION  
   

1. Starting with the 2012 Registrations, registration must be submitted with payment no later 

than two (2) months after their current year Feis.  (i.e.  If a Feis runs in July of 2011, the 2012 

registration is due no later than September 30, 2011) Registrations and payments may be 

submitted sooner but must be submitted by the deadline in order to avoid the late fee. 

 

2. After the 2 month time period and up until 6 months prior to the date of the Feis, registrations 

will only be accepted with a late fee of $100.00 in addition to the full registration fee. 

 

3. If a Feis is not registered and paid 6 months prior to the date of the Feis, another Feis may be 

allowed to run on that date for that year. 

 

4. If in the following year that Feis does not register and submit payment within the two month 

period after their reserved date, they will lose their reserved date and will need to reapply for 

a new Feis date based on availability. 

 

5. **Effective 2/6/15** Failure to pay and /or run the Feis two consecutive years will result in 

the Feis losing their reserved date. 
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Guidelines for Date Changes or Dates for New Feiseanna 

 
1. Unless an exception is granted, rules from the Tri-Partite agreement must be followed, i.e.: 

a. No Feiseanna may be held within 200 miles or less, mileage used is from venue to 

venue. 

b. No more than 6 Feiseanna per day, no more than 10 per weekend. 

 

2. An Organization applying for a new Feis must attend 1 (one) NAFC convention before being 

approved to run a Feis.  The organization will be given 4 dates one in each quarter of the year 

in which to choose from. 

 

3. To request an exception, the following steps must be followed.  

a. The requesting Feis must send an email or letter to the registrar explaining why they 

feel an exception should be granted. 

b. The registrar will compile a list of Feiseanna held on the weekend in question and 

include in that list the Regions in which those Feiseanna are held. 

c. The request for exception, along with the registrar’s list will be sent to-the Regional 

IDTANA Directors, the NAFC Regional Representatives, and the syllabus liaisons of 

the regions involved the President of the IDTANA, the President of the NAFC and 

the Chairperson of the NAFC.  If no response is received within 14 days from the 

date of the email, it will be assumed that they approve of the date. They will respond 

with either a denial or approval of the date. A simple majority will determine the 

result.  If a tie occurs, the President of the IDTANA will cast the tie breaking vote.    

The requesting Feis will then be notified by the registrar of the denial or approval.   

 

4. The registrar has the right to deny a date change or new Feis date if he/she receives 

information (including the number of dancers they would lose) from an existing Feis or 

Feiseanna that shows that this change could cause a significant financial loss to their Feis.   

The requesting new Feis/date change Feis has a right to appeal this decision by following the 

same steps for the exception outlined above.   

 

5. All approvals are temporary for the 1
st
 year; existing Feiseanna will have 30 days from the 

date of their Feis to submit proof that their Feis was financially impacted from the new Feis 

or the date change of a Feis.  If no submissions are received by the 30 day period, the new 

Feis or date change will be granted a permanent date, if so requested. 

 

6. All decisions may be appealed by requesting that the Arbitration Board be convened. 
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PLANNING A FEIS 
 

It is recommended that a Feis planning committee begin the process of running a Feis at least 18 

months prior to the desired date:  The Committee should:  

 

1.   Obtain and review the Feis Handbook to be familiar with ALL the Feis Rules.  

 

2.  Obtain a venue that is:  

a. Easily accessible by all modes of transportation.  This will affect the cost of adjudicators and 

musicians, as well as anticipating the number of participants. 

b. Capable of holding the event regardless of the weather. 

c. Able to accommodate appropriately sized stages, competitors and spectators in a safe and 

comfortable atmosphere. 

d. Obtain more than one date that the venue has openings for. 

3. Fill out the new Feis Registration Form and submit to the NAFC Registrar. 

a. A new Feis Registration application is considered COMPLETE only when ALL of the items 

below are in the hands of the Registrar by the designated date: 

i) The demographics form is filled out in its entirety INCLUDING the EXACT 

LOCATION OF THE EVENT (address/zip code). 

ii) The appropriate fees are paid either by check, money order or PayPal 

b. When choosing a name for the Feis be aware that no two Feiseanna can have the same name 

if they are using a translation from another language unless they use a unique identifier. 

c.  Once insurance is obtained, forward a copy of the Feis policy to the Registrar. 

 

4. Create a syllabus that: 

a. Complies with the current IDTANA syllabus for the region in which the Feis will be held.   

b. Includes all general rules required by the NAFC. 

c. Upon completion is submitted to the IDTANA Feis Liaison Officer for approval. 

REGISTRATION IS NOT CONSIDERED COMPLETE WITHOUT THE LIASON’S 

APPROVAL OF THE SYLLABUS.   When approval is obtained, a copy must be sent to 

the NAFC Registrar along with a completed Registration form. 

 

5. Determine the number of musicians/adjudicators based on the number stages, competitors and 

competitions offered. 

 

6. Secure adjudicators and musicians. Finalize their contracts for travel, accommodation, incidental 

expenses and meals at the event.  The NAFC requires that ONE THIRD of the adjudicators must 

be from outside the region where the Feis is being held.  Adjudicators must be listed on the Feis 

website or Feis Registration site three (3) weeks prior to closing of registration.  Once registration 

has closed, the adjudicators may be removed from the Feis website. 

 

7. Enlist the assistance of enough volunteers to make the event pleasurable for all attending. 

 

8. Finalize syllabus, design entry forms and distribute at least three months in advance. Set an entry 

registration cutoff date with sufficient time to prepare the journal for printing and scheduling of 

dance competitions. Include information in the syllabus for late, day-of-event registrations and 

changes to entry forms after submission. 

 

 

 

 

 



NORTH AMERICAN FEIS COMMISSION  FEIS HANDBOOK-2015 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

9. Schedule planning meetings with coordinators and workers more frequently as the event date 

approaches. 

 

10. Order trophies and medals. 

 

11. Prepare adjudicator score sheets and other event aids. 

 

12. Prepare final “check list.”  Leave NOTHING to memory! 

 

 

 

SUGGESTED VENUE CHECK LIST 
 

1. Electrical outlets. 

2. Card tables and chairs for judges and musicians; water coolers. 

3. Public address system and speakers. 

4. Awards and 8’ tables. 

5. Ball point pens -- three for each judge plus spares. 

6. Magic markers -- one for each steward and runner plus spares. 

7. Score sheets -- championship lottery numbers. 

8. Envelopes -- one large manila for each competition. 

9. Ledger for Secretary and one for Awards Chairman. 

10. Bulletin boards -- one for each stage (schedule and results). 

11. Safety pins. 

12. Nurse or doctor, first aid. 

13. Lost and found area. 

14. Clip boards -- one for each judge, steward, M.C. plus spares. 

15. Stage number cards (12” x 12”), one for each stage; competition number cards (4” x 6” or 

larger) one for each competitor. 

16. Extra contestants’ registration cards and poster paper. 

17. Rope for roping around stages and M.C. area (at least 1/2” thick). 

18. Hammer, nails, thumb tacks, scotch tape, stapling gun, etc. 

19. Umbrellas or hats for musicians and judges to provide shade. 

20. Electrical tape and extension cords; electrician. 

21. Insurance. 

22. Room for Treasurer and Headquarters. 

23. Stages; bathrooms. 
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Requirement for a Feis Syllabus 
 

The syllabus of the Region of the Hosting Feis is the governing tool.  In a conflict between Regional 

Syllabi rules and NAFC Handbook rules, the rules in the regional syllabi will take precedent. 

Otherwise the dancing competition rules as defined by the IDTANA and the NAFC will apply.   The 

syllabus need not be printed if all information is included on an online syllabus. 
 

 

A conforming syllabus must include the following: 

 

1. All Dancing Competition Rules as set forth by the IDTANA in the Region of the hosting Feis.  

The rules: 

a.  Must be listed in the same numerical order as  Standard Regional Syllabus  

b.  Must use the same language as the Standard Regional Syllabus 

c.  May include local rules which can be numbered after the Regional rules. 

 

2. Clearly listed on the front of the syllabus: 

a. The name of the actual Feis 

b. The caption: “Member of the North American Feis Commission” 

c. The name of the current President of the North American Feis Commission 

d. The caption: “Member of An Coimisiun, Dublin, Ireland” 

 

3. The  hosting Feis name, date and location of the NAFC Championship competitions as illustrated 

below: 

        North American Feis Commission - Dancing Awards Venue 

 “The North American Minor Dance Championship” for the N.A.F.C. George Sweetnam 

Memorial Trophy. (and the Host Feis name, date and location) 

 “The North American Junior Dance Championship” for the N.A.F.C. Robert Gabor Perpetual 

Trophy. (and the Host Feis name, date and location) 

 “The North American Senior Irish Dance Championship” for the N.A.F.C Gerry Campbell 

Perpetual Belt. (and the Host Feis name, date and location) 

 

             North American Feis Commission – Music Scholarships Venue 

 “Under 15 NAFC Music Scholarship” (and the Host Feis name, date and location) 

 “15 and Over NAFC Music Scholarship” (and the Host Feis name, date and location) 

 

If your Feis is to be held in the months of January and February you may list the previous 

year’s competitions. 

 

4. At least one non-dancing competition such as music, Irish recitation or another facet of Irish 

Heritage. 

 

5.  The adjudicators employed by the Feis must be listed on the Feis website or printed syllabus a 

minimum of three weeks prior to the closing of entries for the Feis (An Coimisiun rule). 
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DANCING COMPETITION RULES 
Adopted By The North American Feis Commission, 2014 

 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2015 

 

1. In the case of all solo and team competitions in all grades, the age of a competitor on 1
st
 

January of the year in which the competition is held will determine the right of entry.  For the 

purposes of this Rule a competitor whose birthday occurs on 1
st
 January shall be deemed to 

be under the age attained on that date.  

 

2.  Competitions are open to all but those holding a TMRF, TCRG, or ADCRG designation.   A 

Feis can only accept entries from pupils of teachers registered with An Coimisiún, regardless 

of their domicile, and where applicable, registered with both the IDTANA and the North 

American region in which they reside. 

 

3. A competitor may be disqualified for any of the following reasons: 

a) Conduct unbecoming a lady or gentleman. 

b) Failure to report on time to compete. (Penalty: disqualification from said event) 

c) Falsification of age or other important facts – i.e., teaching, award winning, 

competing under another competitor’s name or number, etc. 

Penalty for a) or c):  Competitor will be disqualified from the Feis at which the 

occurrence happened and from all NAFC – registered Feiseanna for a period of one year 

beginning at the date of the occurrence. 

 

4. Competitions may be closed if there are no competitors at the assigned stage ready to 

compete when the competition is scheduled or announced.   May not pertain to a situation 

where competitors are involved in stage conflicts. 

5. Solo competitors in First Feis (if offered), Beginner, Advanced Beginner, Novice or Open 

(Prizewinner) competitions: 

a) Must compete in their own age group. 

b) Must be prepared to perform two steps in each event. 

c) Cannot change competition on the day of the Feis. 

6. Steel taps or “bubble” heels on dancing shoes, display of awards, wearing of shorts or other 

unconventional dress is prohibited.  Authentic Gaelic dress is desired. First Feis (if offered), 

Beginner and Advanced Beginner, aka Beginner I and II, must wear a class costume, or a 

skirt and blouse.  All other categories are excluded from this rule.  Modest attire is 

encouraged when a competitor is not dancing. 

7. Competitor’s number must be worn and visible to adjudicators when performing in all 

competitions, use of reflective plastic number covers is discouraged. 

8. Awards will be determined in proportion to the number of entries in each competition and to 

the degree of proficiency shown. 

9. Complaints regarding the running or rules of a Feis must be in writing, stating names and 

other factual information and signed by the complainant.  A ten-dollar fee must be enclosed 

and presented to the Feis Chairman within one hour of the occurrence.  The fee will be 

returned if the complaint is upheld. 

10. The Feis Committee and any organization affiliated with same, will not be held responsible 

for personal injury, property loss or damage. Destruction of Feis property or rental property 

will be punishable by law. 
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11. The Feis reserves the right to reject any entry for cause, to cancel all or part of the Feis and to 

limit competitor’s performing time.  The decision of the Feis Committee is final in all matters 

connected with the Feis. 

 

12. All Feiseanna must have a process to allow parents to request that their child or children’s 

name(s) not be listed on the posted competitor list prior to the day of the Feis. 

13. Competitors must answer all questions as required by the Feis Entry committee, including 

teacher’s name, and enclose the entry fee when mailing.  Failure to do so will result in a 

rejected entry.  Entries must be received on or before the closing date or they will be subject 

to a late fee of _____ (Determined by the Feis). 

14. Entrants in any Championship event may not enter in any other (Grade) events, but may enter 

in Figure Dances.  Entrants in Championships should specify, on the entry form, their choice 

of set dance.  Entrants cannot change competition or category on the day of the competition. 

a) Dancers must qualify for open championship via the method now in place for 

preliminary championship, i.e. two 1
st
 place wins. 

b) Dancers must compete in the preliminary championship competition in order to 

qualify for open championship 

c) The regional syllabus where the Feis is being held may have different qualifications 

for entry.    

15. Combining male and female dancers in any age category is left to the discretion of each 

region of the IDTANA. 

16. Preliminary Championships are open to those who, at any NAFC recognized Feis: 

a) Have won 1st place in both an open/prizewinner light and heavy shoe competition, 

and 

b) Have never won 1st, 2nd or 3rd in Open Championship.  A dancer who wins two first 

place awards will move on to Open Championship at the next Feis they enter, or as 

soon as the second win is achieved, in any age category, in the following years.  Only 

in the case of back-to-back Feiseanna (successive days), in which case the first win in 

the first Feis will not change the dancer’s status for the second Feis.  A dancer is 

required to perform a light shoe dance (reel or slip jig for ladies and reel only for 

men), and a hard shoe dance.  A Feis can opt to offer either a) a set dance or b) a 

jig/hornpipe. 

c) The regional syllabus where the Feis is being held may have different qualifications 

for entry.     

17. Championships and Preliminary Championships require at least three adjudicators.  

18.  First place winners in the Open Championship category cannot return to a Preliminary or 

Open (Prizewinner) competition.  Placing in a Regional or National Oireachtas does not 

change the status of a competitor.  A dancer who moves into open championship must stay a 

minimum of 2 years. If after 2 years they have not placed they are allowed to return to 

preliminary. An open championship dancer who places is not allowed to return to preliminary 

until 2 years after their last placement. The regional syllabus where the Feis is being held may 

have different qualifications for entry.     

19. The status of the dancer does not change unless there are five or more dancers in a 

competition. 
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20. Each region may determine the system for moving dancers from one grade to another, as they 

see appropriate for their region.  The syllabus is to contain all grade categories.  A Feis 

Committee may combine two consecutive age categories into the higher of the two 

categories within that grade when less than five (5) competitors are entered.   

 

21. Beginner Grade:  A beginner is a competitor who has not yet taken a full year of Irish Dance 

lessons, thereby giving beginners a full year with such status.  A Beginner must move into the 

Advanced Beginner category the next year.  

Advanced Beginner Grade:  An advanced beginner who wins 1
st
, 2

nd
 or 3

rd
 place will 

advance to the Novice category in that particular dance.  Competition dances are reel, light 

jig, slip jig, traditional treble jig and traditional hornpipe, as a minimum requirement. 

Novice Grade:  A novice who wins a 1
st
 place will advance to the Open (Prizewinner) 

category in that particular dance. 

Open Grade (Prizewinner):  A competitor who does not qualify as a beginner, advanced 

beginner or as a novice. 

Adult Beginner:  An adult beginner is a competitor who never took Irish dancing lessons as 

a juvenile and is over 18 years of age. 

 

22. Musicians and adjudicators cannot be approached during a competition by anyone except the 

Feis Committee.  No one can approach them while a competitor is performing.  

23. Musicians employed by the Feis Committee will be solely under the direction and 

management of the Feis Committee on Feis day. 

24. Teachers or team captains are responsible that their teams are complete and in position when 

the competition is announced.  Competitors may compete in the next higher age group; 

however, a competitor may compete in only one age group. 

25. In matters pertaining to adjudication, the decision of the adjudicators is final. 

26. Adjudicators are to monitor the quality of music at the stage(s) to which they are assigned. 

27. First Feis (if offered), Beginner, and Advanced Beginner dancers are required to dance at 

traditional   speeds. Novice and Open/Prizewinner dancers may choose between traditional 

and Oireachtas speeds.  Adult dancers are allowed to dance traditional or Oireachtas speed 

dances in the novice and prizewinner grade levels, but this does not apply to contemporary 

set dances. 

28. The length of 2 hand and 3 hand dances in competition are to be 48 bars of music plus an 8 

bar introduction 

 

29. In consideration of safety and in fairness to dancers performing at a Feis, photography of any 

kind which has the capability of capturing a dancer's image while in motion is strictly 

forbidden.    

 

A Feis may elect to allow in motion photography for publicity purposes, but the pictures are 

considered the sole property of the Feis and solely for Feis use only; these are not be used for 

personal gain through commercial use or sale, and under no circumstances can they be 

published on any website or other areas, without the express written permission of the 

persons involved. 
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Additionally, a professional photographer may be formally contracted by a Feis to capture 

non-motion photographs, such as portrait photography, awards ceremonies, etc. and/or  in 

motion photography provided it is taken at a vendor station or suitable location:  (a) away 

from the dancing stages and, (b) requested by a consenting parent, guardian, or dancer (over 

the age of 18). 

 

 

30. No block, en Pointe, toe walking movements, stationary or moving is allowed to be 

performed for all ages up to and including the under 12 age group.  However, after September  

1 of each year an exception is made for those dancers who are 11 dancing in the under 12 age 

group.   

31. Make up is prohibited on a dancer in the first three grades (First Feis (if offered), Beginner 

and Advance Beginner or their equivalent) up to and including the under 12 age group.   

32. Any competitor found to be using artificial carriage aids and subsequently refuses to remove 

same, will be subject to disqualification from that particular competition.  Medically 

prescribed aids (proof of which may be required) will be exempt from this rule.  

33. Each Feis is required to list their adjudicators on their syllabus and/or website. If adjudicators 

are not listed on the syllabus, they must be posted on the Feis website a minimum of three 

weeks prior to the Feis.  Once the Feis has closed for entries the adjudicators names may be 

removed from the Feis website.  One third of the adjudicators are to be from outside the 

region where the Feis is being held.   

34. Competitors in girl’s competitions at the First Feis (if offered),   Beginner and Advanced 

Beginner Grade will wear only the competitor’s dancing School costume or a skirt and 

blouse. 

35. No substance that can become airborne should be used on any dance floor in an attempt to 

improve traction. 
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                     An Coímísíún le Ríncí Gaelacha 

Costume Committee 

 
 

Last Update:  June 19, 2014 

 

Welcome to the Costume Section of the CLRG Website 

This area is designed to assist teachers in determining appropriate costuming for their 

students for both solo and team dancing. Should you have any questions, please 

contact your area’s designated committee member, listed below. 
 
 

CLRG Costume Committee, May 2013- May 2015 
 

Linda Possak Anderson TCRG, Chairperson 

Regional contact for:  Western Canada, Eastern Canada, Western US, 
Rest of Europe 

E-mail: linda.possak@shaw.ca 
 

Ann Lavin Cassidy ADCRG 

Regional contact for: Mid-America US, New England US; England 

E-mail: anncass@aol.com 
 

Margaret Dunleavy ADCRG 

Regional contact for: Ireland 

E-mail: magsandmickey@eircom.net 
 

Fidelmia Mullen Davis ADCRG 

Regional contact for: Mid-Atlantic US, Southern US 

E-mail: davisacademy_1@juno.com 
 

Christine Portbury ADCRG 

Regional contact for: Australia Regions – Western Australia, South Australia, 
Victoria, New South Wales, ACT 

E-mail: c.portbury@yahoo.com 
 

Cheryl Young ADCRG 

Regional contact for:  Australia Region – QLD; New Zealand 

E-mail: cherylyoung@bigpond.com

mailto:anncass@aol.com
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An Coímísíún le Ríncí Gaelacha 

 

Costume Committee 

 
 

Costume Rules (4.4 in CLRG Rule Book) 

4.4 That costumes or costuming be defined as any element of performance / 

presentation clothing worn by a dancer in the course of a competition, including, 
but not limited to, dress, waistcoat, trousers, shoes, headwear, capes, shawls, 
socks, underwear and make-up. 
 

4.4.1 Skirt length:  All costumes, both for solo and team dancers, must be no shorter 

than mid-thigh in the back of the leg. 
 

4.4.2 Necklines must be at collarbone level or above. This does not preclude the use 

of alternative fabrics, e.g. lace, as an inset. 
 

4.4.3 Costumes must consist of full front, side and back sections. Cut-away styles, 

without a full skirt backing, are not acceptable. 
 

4.4.4 In order to protect dancers from hazardous objects on stage while competing, 

costumes may not be decorated with feathers. 
 

4.4.5.   Dance Drama costumes must be in keeping with the theme of the story 

portrayed. 
 

4.4.6.   Competitors in all age groups, up to but excluding Meangrad (Intermediate), may 

only wear traditional class costumes or long / short-sleeved blouses / polo tops 

and skirts / tunics that conform to the regular costume length rules as above. 
Low-cut tops and short, tight skirts are not permitted. 
 

4.4.7.   Where chiffon or lace material is used as sleeves, the sleeves must start at the 

shoulder line and end at the cuff. 
 

4.4.8.   Costumes for both boys and girls should not include representations such as 

globes, medals or any other item symbolic of an award having been achieved 
 

4.4.9.   All forms of dance school identification, be it by sign, shape, colour-piece, logo or 

symbol be banned from all solo costumes worn by any competitor in any 

competition.  NEW: Initials and name are added to this rule, effective January 1, 
2015.
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Costume Committee 

 

 

NOTE for Underwear & Bodysuits (Rules 4.4.10, 4.4.11, 4.4.12): See the attached 

illustration for the correct versions of undergarments to be worn in competitions. In 

addition to appropriate undergarments, competitors are strongly encouraged to wear 
black tights if their costume is too short. 
 

4.4.10  Appropriate underwear, covering the midriff, must be worn. (See the section on 

underwear for details.) Where tights are worn, they must be of a denier of not 

less than 70. 
 

4.4.11  Body suits should be of premium fabric and not showing the body contour in 

detail. Recommended fabrics include: velvet and lycra. See the attached 

illustrations for details. 
 

4.4.12  Skirts worn over bodysuits should be the same length as full costumes and sit at 

the dancer’s mid-thigh at the back, with sufficient material to allow for 

movement when raising the leg. Tight sport skirts or gym skirts are not suitable. 
Wrap-around skirts should be secured with a pin. 
 
 

4.4.13. That all personal initials and any other name form which leads to personal 

identification be banned from solo costumes. Failure to comply may result in a 

dancer being denied the opportunity to compete at any event. Effective 1st 

January 2015. 
 
 

4.4.14. Costumes should have traditional themes and cartoon characters should not be 

permitted.  Effective 1st January 2015. 
 
 
 

Rules Regarding Make-up  (4.5 in CLRG Rule Book) 
 

4.5.1 Make up will not be permitted for any dancer in the first two grades (Bungrad 

and Tusgrad or equivalent) up to and including the under 12 age group 

worldwide. 
 

4.5.2 Make-up (including false eyelashes and tanner on the face) is not permitted for 

dancers, in either solo or team competitions, up to and including the Under 10 

age group. Effective March 1, 2014. 
 

Clarifications as of February 3rd 2014:
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An Coímísíún le Ríncí Gaelacha 

 
 

Costume Committee 

 

 Both make up rules refer to the age group of the competition, not the actual age 

of the dancer. For example, 9 year old dancers competing in a team that is 

entered Under 12 may wear make-up. Or at a feis where the youngest Open  
Championship age group is Under-11, then all dancers in that competition may  
wear make-up. 
 

 Leg tan is not part of rule 4.5.2 

Rules Regarding Artificial Carriage Aids  (4.3 in CLRG Rule Book) 

4.3.1   Any competitor found to be using artificial carriage aids and subsequently 

refuses to remove same, will be subject to disqualification from that particular 

competition. Medically prescribed apparatus (proof of which may be required) 
will be exempt from this ruling. 

4.3.2   Any competitor found to be altering their shoes or wearing them on the wrong 

feet will be treated in the same manner as if using carriage aids, and be subject 
to disqualification from that particular competition. 

4.3.3   In order to comply with health and safety measures, all dancers lining up side 

stage prior to any round at any competition will be required to perform the 

simple exercise of raising their arms to shoulder level unhindered. If unable to 

do this by the time of their rotation due to costume stitching or arm 

attachments, these competitors will not be permitted to perform. 
 
 
 
 

General Guidelines for New Teachers Developing Class Costumes 

As your class costume is a representation of yourself and your dance school, we have 

included some guidelines for you on this important decision. 
 

General suggestions on choosing the style of your costume: 
 

- Particularly if you are not familiar with the region you are teaching in, it is 

suggested that you attend a few feiseanna to get a sense of the colours and 

styles already used in your region. New teachers are encouraged to select colour 

schemes that do not closely resemble those of established dance schools. 
 

- It is also suggested to lean toward a more traditional style of costume (and 

colours) for your class and to steer away from the latest trend in solo costumes. 
Keep in mind that trends fade and you may want your class costume’s design to 

stand the test of time.
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An Coímísíún le Ríncí Gaelacha 

 

Costume Committee 

 

- The use of stones / gems and glittery fabric is discouraged on class costumes.
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Notification of Costume Infractions 

Dancers wearing inappropriate costuming will be noted by adjudicators. Please note 

that at this time no marks are deducted for a dancer being noted for costuming.  The 

teachers of the dancer’s school will receive notice from the appropriate costume 

committee representative of the infraction. 
 
 

May 2014 CLRG AGM 

CLRG adopts the costume Infraction (Tick Box) program. The Costume Committee is 

mandated to implement this program in all CLRG regions around the world. 
 
 

‘Tick Box’ Procedure for Costume Infractions 
 

 Should an adjudicator deem a costume to be breaking any costume rule 

(including carriage aids and make-up) they will mark an ‘X’ in the costume tick- 
box column now on all adjudication sheets. No marks are deducted from the 

dancer and the adjudicator has no further involvement in the process. 
 

 Immediately following the feis, the tabulation company sends a list of dancers 

who were noted for an infraction by adjudicators, including the competitor’s 
name and school, to the CLRG Costume Committee Representative for that area. 
The Costume Committee Rep then contacts the dancer’s teacher to notify the 

teacher of the infraction. 
 

 If a teacher is continuously notified of costume infractions, then following an 

inquiry by the Costume Committee, the teacher may be found in breach of the 

costume rules as issued by An Coímísíún le Ríncí Gaelacha and will be cautioned 

as per the regulations. 
 

 Other than an indication via the ‘tick box’ column, judges will not discuss 

costume irregularities with dancers, parents or teachers at a feis. Nor will judges 

makes notes about costumes in the ‘comments’ section of adjudication sheets. 
The costume ‘tick box’ column is the only avenue of notification for a costume 

infraction. Once a teacher has received notice of the infraction, the teacher can 

compare the dancer’s costume with CLRG costume rules to determine the 

infraction to be corrected.  The Region’s CLRG Costume Rep is available to assist 
with this if the teacher requires direction with a costume infraction. 
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NON-DANCING COMPETITION RULES 
 

 

 

To meet the requirements for having one or more additional Irish cultural competitions in conjunction 

with dancing competitions, it is recommended that wherever possible reference is made in the 

syllabus to rules established by other recognized organizations pertaining to those competitions; i.e., 

pipe bands, sports, etc. 

 

If recognized rules are modified, or if rules are established locally, they must be completely stated in 

the syllabus. 

 

Reference should be made at the start of the competition to the rules pertaining to the competition as 

well as identifying the adjudicators. 

 

Music Competition Guidelines: 

 

Age Groups: 

1. Under 8 years 

2. Under 12 

3. 12 to 15 years 

4. 15 to 18 years 

5. Over 18 years 

 

Instruments: 

1. Tin Whistle 

2. Fiddle 

3. Flute 

4. Piano accordion/Button accordion/Concertina 

5. Harp 

6. Uilleann Pipes 

7. Bodhran 

8. Guitar/banjo/Mandolin 

9. Miscellaneous could include other instruments such as harmonica, hammer dulcimer, 

Bouzouki, etc 

 

Categories: 

1. Beginner (played for one year or less) - plays two tunes of contrasting tempo 

2. Advanced - plays three tunes of contrasting tempo from the selection of tunes 

No amplified instruments allowed 

 

Selection of Tunes 

1. Jigs (Single Jig / Double Jigs / Slip Jigs) 

2. Reels 

3. Polkas 

4. Marches 

5. Hornpipes 

6. Airs 
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DANCE STAGE SPECIFICATIONS 
 

To provide consistent dance stages among the various Feiseanna, the following specifications must be 

used: 

 

I. Stage Material 

 

Unless the dance floor stages used are a permanent part of the venue where the dance 

competitions are performed, the dance stages may be plywood or other similar material. 
 

Composition/particle board does not stand up under hard shoe dancing and, if damaged, 

cannot be repaired.  Therefore, it is not recommended as a dancing surface. 
 

All outdoor stages should be covered to protect the surface from rain exposure. 
 

No substance that can become airborne can be used on a stage/dance floor in an attempt to 

improve traction. 
 

For the safety of dancers, we no longer allow Feiseanna to place dance floors or other rolled 

out types of flooring materials directly on cement or concrete floors for all grades and 

championships at all Feiseanna. 

 

II. Stage Sizes 
 

A. Championship Stages 
 

Stages should be at least 24 feet wide by 20 feet deep for championship dancing. 
 

B. Solo and Figure Dancing Stages 
 

Stages should be at least 20 feet wide by 16 feet deep for solo and figure dancing. 
 

C. Choreography Stages 
 

Stages shall be at least 24 feet wide by 20 feet deep for choreography dancing. 
 

D. Permanent Venue Stages 
 

Permanent venue stages shall meet the above minimum sizes. Larger sizes may be divided 

into multiple dance areas meeting the above specified size requirements. 
 

E. Dancing Three (3) Competitors At a Time 
  

Dancing three (3) competitors in championship at a time is limited to those under the age of 

14.  The stage must be at least 32 feet wide by 24 feet deep.  
 

F.  Dancing three (3) at a time in Non-Championship. 

  

In order to dance three at a time in non-championship competitions, the minimum stage size 

must be 24 feet wide by 20 feet deep for each age group as prescribed by An Coimisiun.  The 

adjudicator has the authority to dance two or three at a time, unless otherwise specified in the 

syllabus.   
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Flags and Anthems 
 

All registered Feiseanna must display the Irish National Flag, collocated with any and all other 

national and local flags, and that the Irish National Anthem be played anytime another national 

anthem (other than the National Anthem of the Host Country) are played. 

 

(Adopted 10/94, effective 1-1-95)
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VENUE CONSIDERATIONS and LAYOUT 

 

It is suggested that the Feis planning committee should consider the following objectives in 

securing the proper venue: 

 

1. If the event will be held outdoors: 

a.) Select grounds that are clean and not swampy. 

b.) Is there sufficient area for all scheduled competitions. 

c.) Do the grounds provide as much shade as possible for the competitions. 

d.) Where will the dance stages be placed. 

e.) Do the stages need to be made/assembled, by whom. 

f.) Are there sufficient bathroom facilities and dressing rooms. 

g.) Are there indoor halls in the event of rain, or can you have a rain date. 

h.) Is there sufficient parking for cars and buses. 

i.) Is there sufficient access control to avoid loss of revenue. 

j.) Do you need a P.A. system at each stage for announcements and musicians. 

k.) Is there a means to coordinate competitions at each stage if necessary. 

l.) Who cleans up at the end of the event. 

m.) Can you put a rider on proprietor’s insurance to cover your Feis? 

 

2. If the event will be held indoors: 

a.) How large will the competition areas be to accommodate spectators and stages. A good 

ratio is 4 to 1; i.e., if the stage area is 20x20, the room should be 2,000 square feet. 

b.) If more than one stage area is needed, where will the others be located and how will the 

traffic flow between them. 

c.) If the event will be held in an open-hall area, will the music from one stage interfere with 

others. 

d.) What amenities will the facility provide and are they associated with a fee. This includes 

but is not limited to dance floors, podiums, microphones, chairs and tables. 

e.) If the event is held in a hotel and considerable amenities are provided, is there a 

minimum number of rooms that must be occupied for 1 or 2 nights and what is the 

penalty if that number is not achieved. 

f.) Do you have access control to avoid loss of revenue. 

g.) Will the facility be used for night-before or night-of associated activities such as a 

welcome reception or ceili. 

 

3. Other considerations: 

a.) Draw up a contract showing all parties’ responsibilities.  Do not depend on a 

“handshake.” 

b.) How will competitors get to the facility. Is bus/courtesy van available from airport. 

c.) Will the committee have a coordination area, where will it be located. 

d.) Will there be a hospitality area for the musicians and adjudicators. 

e.) Who will do the tabulations for championships. 

f.) How will awards be distributed. 

g.) Will there be a communication system available for main committee members to resolve 

difficulties and to coordinate competition events.  

h.) Are there sufficient electrical outlets available. 

i.) Is food available on-site or nearby during the day. 
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4. It is suggested that the following guidelines be followed: 

 

A) Outer Contest Area:  The area outside the actual contest stage should be unobstructed for 

at least fifteen feet in every direction. 

 

B) Adjudicators’ table:  Must be located on the centerline of the stage near the stage edge. 

There should be sufficient area around the adjudicator to not be disturbed during 

competitions and sufficient distance from the stage to permit a view of its front edge. 

 

C) Musicians:  Should be located at the back of a regular stage or the center of a multiple 

stage setup. 

 

D) Bulletin Board:  Should be erected in the center of the back of each stage.  This should 

have the stage number and the order of the competition numbers to be performed. 

 

E) Awards:  Should be located at a central area away from the competitions or given out at 

the stage when the competition is finished. 

 

F) Public Address System:  Should be located where the M.C. has a clear view of the stages 

and, whenever possible, out of reach of the general public.  Speakers must not be directed 

towards the stage, but located where everyone can hear all announcements clearly.  Only 

the M.C. should be permitted to use this system. 

 

G) Entry Secretary and Information Clerk.  Should be located where they are central to all 

activities. 
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FEIS VIOLATION REPORTING PROCEDURE 

1. Violation identified must be submitted in writing either via postal mail or email but person 

reporting must be identified.  

 

2. Violation must be substantiated by another person contacted by the NAFC President.  

 

3. Feis will be contacted by the NAFC President for their response. Feis will be given ten (10) days 

to respond. 

 

4. NAFC Board, IDTANA Regional Director, IDTANA Regional Feis Liaison (if there is one) and 

the NAFC Regional Representative will be notified of the violation and the Feis response.  

Determination will be made if this is a violation.  

 

5. If it is determined that the Feis is in violation of NAFC, IDTANA, or An Coimisiun rules an 

email and a certified letter will be sent to the Feis giving them notice of the violation.   

 

6. The following year a NAFC representative and an IDTANA representative will attend the Feis to 

determine if the violation has been corrected.   If both agree that the Feis has corrected the 

violation, no further action will be taken.  If both agree that the Feis is still in violation:  

a. A notification of continued violation will go to the IDTANA Regional Director 

for sanctioning.   

b. The Feis will be notified by email and registered mail by the NAFC President 

that their Feis will be suspended for the following year.  Any application already 

submitted will be returned and registration fee refunded.  Notification regarding 

the suspension will then go to the NAFC Board, the IDTANA Regional Director, 

the IDTANA Feis Liaison, and the NAFC Regional Representative.   

c. This notice will also give the suspended Feis information on the Arbitration 

procedure if they wish to protest the suspension.  

 

7. In order to be reinstated for the year after the suspension, the Feis must give written notice to the 

NAFC that the violation(s) will be corrected.  They must submit their registration and payment 

along with the letter prior to their registration due date.  The Feis original reserved date will only 

be held for one year.  

 

8. A NAFC representative and an IDTANA representative will attend the Feis to determine if the 

violation has been corrected.  If it has, the Feis will retain their original date and all parties 

involved will be notified that the Feis has corrected the violation.  

 

9. If both the NAFC and IDTANA representative agree that the Feis is still in violation, the Feis will 

be permanently suspended, the date will become available and all parties involved will be notified 

of the suspension.  
 

Examples of violations: 

 Incorrect stage size 

 Stage did not meet the safety specifications 

 Planned dancing three at a time over the age limit on a stage 

 Falsifying Feis Registration information (i.e. number of stages, number of days) 

 Incorrect age groups 

 Adjudicators not published on the syllabus and/or website 3 weeks prior to the closing of entries 

 Live musicians not used 
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COMPETITOR ENTRIES and IDENTIFICATION 
 

Entry fees will be determined by the local Feis. 

 

Competitor’s age will be determined as of January 1st in the year of the Feis -- i.e., a competitor 

will be considered one year older on January 1st.  See Dancing Competition Rule #1 for 

competitors born on January 1
st
.  Competitors under sixteen (16) years of age must be prepared to 

show proof of age. 

 

It is the responsibility of the competitor and his/her teacher to carefully review the competitions 

identified in the Feis syllabus by age and proficiency level when completing Feis Entry 

applications. 

 

It is not the responsibility of the Feis entry committee to carefully review each application for 

correctness in each category; however, a review of entries for Championship may be 

implemented at the Feis Committee discretion. 

 

Competitors who have entered in the wrong age group should notify the Feis committee as soon 

as the discrepancy is found. If the correct competition has already danced, the competition need 

not be re-opened.  

 

Competitors who are accepted by the Feis Committee must receive a competition card with their 

registration number on the front in a color and size large enough to be read from 20 feet away. 

The rear of the card should identify the competitions in which they are registered. Recommended 

font size for competitor numbers is 96. 

 

The registration information should be available for pickup by either the competitor or teacher 

upon their entrance to the competition area if it has not been mailed to them. 

 

Dancers must qualify for open championship competition via the preliminary championship 

system now in place, i.e. two 1
st
 place wins. Dancers cannot skip the preliminary championship 

grade. 
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ADJUDICATORS and MUSICIANS 

 

1. Only persons currently registered with ADCRG certification through An Coimisiun, and 

where appropriate with IDTANA, can adjudicate North American Feis dancing 

competitions. 

 

2. Organizers must employ musicians who have experience and are capable of playing the 

music required at the dancing competition they are employed for to the satisfaction of the 

adjudicator. 

 

3. Organizers should have a written agreement with the adjudicators and musicians 

concerning the fee, the incidental expenses that will be reimbursed, the meals and/or 

lodging that will be provided, and the time it is anticipated they will be employed. 

Adjudicators and musicians must be paid before the end of each Feis. 

 

4. It is not recommended that any one adjudicator or musician to hire all the adjudicators 

and musicians for a Feis. 

 

5. Part-time adjudicators and musicians should be paid on a negotiated basis. 

 

6. Adjudicators should be rotated during the Feis to avoid having the same competitor 

appear before the same adjudicator many times. 

 

 

 

BREAKS and REST PERIODS 

 

 

 

1. At least ten minutes every two hours. 

 

2. Upon request of those concerned. 

 

3. Meal periods as close to regular meal times as conditions will allow. There does not need 

to be an advertised Feis break time for meals. 

 

4. Refreshments may be served at the stage during competitions. 

 

5. No alcoholic beverages permitted at the stage. 

 

6. Whenever possible, personnel should be replaced during breaks and rest periods. 

 

 

 

Note:  All adjudicators will be provided a work schedule including a lunch break within 

four hours of start time.
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ADJUDICATORS’ REGULATIONS 
 

1. When serving in an official capacity, Feis adjudicators will conduct themselves in a 

dignified manner - one that will reflect favorably upon themselves, the competition being 

judged and the Feis as a whole.  Adjudicators will abide by the common code of ethics 

and refrain from actions at competitions which will result in disrespect for themselves or 

other adjudicators.  Alcoholic beverages are not permitted at the stage. 

 

2. Adjudicators will comply in full with the rules, procedures and regulations outlined in 

this Handbook and take immediate action to correct faulty competition procedure or any 

breach of competition rules in the syllabus. 

 

3. Adjudicators will assume full responsibility for decisions they reach, and when time and 

conditions allow, be cooperative in answering the questions of competitors, their parents 

and teachers. 

 

4. Adjudicators will cooperate with Feis officials, but will not break rules to do so. 

 

5. Adjudicators will take immediate action to correct any error, unjust situation or incorrect 

announcements or presentations. 

 

6. Adjudicators will report immediately any abuse endured as the result of poor 

sportsmanship, unladylike or ungentlemanly conduct on the part of competitors, parents, 

teachers or musicians.  In reporting an abuse, the Adjudicator will include 

recommendations for possible suspension and/or a recommended solution. 

 

7. Adjudicators will abide by the common code of ethics in soliciting employment and 

when dealing with Feis officials and other adjudicators. 

 

8. In case of cancellation by an adjudicator, appropriate notice must be given at least 48 

hours in advance to the Feis Chairperson. 

 

9. Adjudicators will not judge members of their own family. 

 

10. When more than one adjudicator is employed at the same competition, mutual respect 

and cooperation will be displayed.  Where factors of seniority are concerned, age and 

official classification will be determining factors. 

 

11. Feis officials and adjudicators should have a written agreement for remuneration prior to 

the Feis.  This must be binding. 

 

12. Adjudicators are not permitted to enter any competition in the Feis at which they are 

employed. 

 

13. Adjudicators are prohibited from using cellular phones for voice or text messaging while 

judging a competition.
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MUSICIANS’ REGULATIONS 
 

1. When serving in an official capacity, Feis musicians will conduct themselves in a 

dignified manner -- one that will reflect favorably upon themselves, the competition for 

which they are playing; and the Feis as a whole. 

 

2. Musicians will abide by the common code of ethics and refrain from actions at the Feis 

which will result in disrespect for themselves and other musicians. 

 

3. Musicians will cooperate with Feis officials, but not break rules to do so. 

 

4. Musicians will report immediately any abuse endured as a result of poor sportsmanship 

or unladylike or ungentlemanly conduct on the part of the competitors, parents, teachers 

or adjudicators.  In reporting an abuse, the Musician will recommend a solution. 

 

5. Musicians will abide by the common code of ethics in soliciting employment with Feis 

Officials and other musicians. 

 

6. In case of cancellation by a musician, appropriate notice will be given at least 48 hours in 

advance to the Feis Chairman. 

 

7. When more than one musician is employed at the same Feis, mutual respect and 

cooperation will be displayed. 

 

8. Musicians must supply their own metronome and amplification. 

 

9. Musicians are not permitted to enter any competition in the Feis at which they are 

employed. 

 

10. When two musicians are playing for the same competition, they should make every effort 

to avoid leaving the stage at the same time. 

 

11. Feis officials and musicians must have a mutual agreement for remuneration prior to the 

Feis.  This must be binding. 

 

12. Prohibited from using cell phones while at the stage.
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OFFICIAL ADJUDICATION CONTRACT 2015 
 

IDTANA ADCRG    

Name__________________________________________________________________                       

Address_________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone______________________   Alternate Phone_______________________ 

 Email_______________________________________________________________ 

 NAFC FEIS   

  Feis Name_______________________________________________________________ 

  Date(s)__________________________________________________________________ 

 Feis Location______________________________________________________________ 

  Feis Officer_______________________________________________________________ 

 Phone______________________   Alternate Phone_______________________ 

  Email____________________________________________________________________ 

 
In accordance with the IDTANA and the NAFC I hereby agree to adjudicate the above Feis under the 
following terms and agreement: 
1.A stipend of $300 U.S. Funds for a one day Feis, $500 for a two day event, will be given. After eight (8) 
hours from the scheduled start time of the Feis,each day, an overtime allotment will be given at the rate of 
$37.50 per hour (or part thereof). 
2. The NAFC Feis Committee will pay airfare, hotel (single occupancy),airport parking and all ground 
transportation. (Length of ‘hotel stay’, and any extraordinary expenses ,need to be mutually agreed upon, 
prior to the event.) 
3. Private auto transportation to be reimbursed to the driver only at the rate of $0.555 US per mile driven in 
the US.  Canadian rate is $0.52 CAD per kilometer driven in Canada. 
4. Meals: If traveling on the eve of the Feis $40.00 will be paid for dinner upon arriving at hotel. In addition 
if Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner is NOT provided,on the day of the feis, the following sums will be given 
respectively $15.00 (Breakfast), $20.00 (Lunch) and $40.00. (Dinner regardless of the time the Feis ends). 
If applicable, Breakfast or $15.00 will be provided the morning after the Feis. 
5. In Canada, Canadian funds are acceptable. 

I attest to the following core, primary and secondary associations, relationships or 
conflicts as defined by the rules of CLRG: 
______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

*Failure to accurately complete this section and disclose all relevant information will 

make this contract null and void*  

 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

ADCRG Signature        Date 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Feis Officer Signature        Date 

Registered with An Coimisiun le Rinci Gaelacha 

Revised January 2015 
 

Go to the NAFC website for a 

downloadable,  editable form. 
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AWARDS and PRIZES 
 

Awards must be presented in proportion to the number of entries, as follows: 

 

                                                 1 Competitor  -            1 Award 

 2 Competitors - 2 Awards 

 3 Competitors - 3 Awards 

 4 Competitors - 4 Awards 

 5 Competitors - 3 Awards 

 6 - 10 Competitors - 4 Awards 

 Each additional 5 Competitors - 1 more Award 

 

Eight awards plus one additional award for each 20 or part of 20, entries in excess of the first 60 

entries. 

 

Feis Chairperson should discuss the awards allocation with the Adjudicators prior to the start of 

the competitions.  It is to the Feis Chairperson discretion to allocate more awards than suggested.  

 

To make the presenting of awards more meaningful for championship competitions, they should 

be presented at the stage where the competition was held.  

 

In the case of team competition: 

 

A) A team shall count as one entry. 

B) A tie in a team competition shall count as two entries. 

C) A three-way tie will count as three entries. 

 

The above rule also applies to solo competitions.  

 

Organizers may, if they so wish, exceed the minimum number of awards stipulated above. 

 

Certificates of appreciation, Honorable mentions, ribbons, or other tangible items may be 

awarded to competitors who do not qualify for awards under the above rules. And should be 

clearly marked as such. 

 

Organizers, in addition to prizes awarded for permanent retention by competitors, may also award 

trophies which shall be for perpetual competition and which shall be left in the winner’s 

possession only for a period stipulated by the organizers. 

 

Awards and prizes should be of reasonable quality to preserve the significance of the 

accomplishment. 

 

Suggested Awards and Prizes:  Cups, trophies, medals, shields, plaques, statuettes, scholarships. 

 

Awards and prizes must be presented on the day of the competition. Where a prize was available 

but the competitor did not pick it up, the Feis is not obligated to send it to them. Where an 

unforeseen circumstance prevented the Feis from fulfilling this commitment, the Feis shall be 

responsible for ensuring that the award is mailed or otherwise transported to those competitors 

who were eligible, but did not receive an award.
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ORDER OF APPEARANCE 
 

Competitors will appear in competition in the order prescribed by the Feis Chairman. 

 

Wherever possible, competitions must be rotated so that a competitor does not perform 

consistently before the same adjudicator. 

 

Siblings should not perform directly against each other unless there are no other competitors in 

that competition and, whenever possible, the two dancers should be from different dancing 

schools. 

 

1. Solo Dancers:  The stage manager will call out the registration number of each 

competitor to line them up prior to the competition.  At no time should any competitor 

names be used as this could influence the adjudicator.  Depending on the total number of 

competitors in a competition, five to eight competitors will walk onto the stage together 

forming a straight line facing the adjudicator.  When the adjudicator is ready, he/she will 

signal the musicians to commence playing.  After eight bars of music, the competitor on 

the left will commence dancing.  The next competitor in line will commence dancing 

after the previous competitor is finished.  When all on line have finished, the dancers will 

bow to the audience and walk off the stage. The next group of competitors will walk on 

the stage ready to perform.  

 

 

2. Championships:  Competitors will draw for position prior to the start of the competition 

and remain in that position for all dances.  The first two competitors will walk onto the 

stage to perform the first dance wearing their competitor numbers.  After performance of 

all the first dances the competitors will again line up to do the other dance(s).  Some 

regions require the hard shoe or treble jig which would be danced two or three at a time.  

The competitor will inform the musician of the name of the dance they will perform and 

arrange for the time they wish to perform it in.  The adjudicator will signal the musicians 

to begin playing and the competitor must start dancing after eight bars of music.  

Upon completion of the dance, the competitor will walk off the stage and the next 

competitor will walk on.  A competitor will be disqualified if they are not in position to 

compete when their number is called. 

 

3. Figure Dancing:  It is recommended that two (2) two-, and three-hand teams perform at 

the same time providing the adjudicator agrees and the stage is at least 20’ x 20’ in size.  

Four-, six- or eight-hand teams must have the whole stage.  Follow the same procedure as 

in solo dancing. 

 

4. Competition will be closed if there are no competitors on the stage ready to compete 

when their competition is called or scheduled. 
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TIES 
 

1. Ties may be broken by means of an official “call-back” by the adjudicator(s) concerned.  

(Adjudicator(s) may use their own discretion and change this.) 

 

2. In no event shall there be more than three “call-backs”.  The tie will remain and duplicate 

awards will be given. 

 

3. At the discretion of the adjudicator and Feis Chairman, another adjudicator, who is 

employed by the committee, may be called to adjudicate the tie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

COMPLAINTS 
 

1. Major complaints must be accompanied by a fee (determined by the local Feis 

Committee) and submitted within one hour after the occurrence to the Feis Chairperson.  

Money will be returned if the complaint is justified. 

 

2. Major complaints must be concise, stating names and other factual information, and 

signed by the complainant. 

 

3. Minor complaints at a Feis should be brought to the attention of the Feis Chairperson, 

who in turn should solve them immediately. 

 

4. In the event a complaint cannot be resolved by the Feis Chairperson, it should be 

forwarded to the NAFC to be presented to a Board of Review at the first meeting held 

after it is received. 
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RESULTS 
 

The results of solo and figure dance competitions should be posted in a central location as soon as 

practical after being reviewed by the tabulating committee for discrepancies; i.e., wrong age 

competitor in competition winning 1
st
, 2

nd
, or 3

rd
 place, etc..  

 

At the discretion of the Feis Committee, certain awards may be presented in formal ceremonies 

either during or immediately after the conclusion of the Feis. 

 

In the event a complaint is lodged before the competition is completed, the results should not be 

posted until the complaint is resolved. 

 

Should the results be posted before a complaint is lodged and the competitor has received the 

award, and if the complaint is justified, the said competitor must return the award immediately. 

 

At the discretion of the local Feis, a copy of the adjudicator marks for any competitions may be 

available for individual competitors for a nominal fee established by the Feis. 

 

In the case of a competition adjudicated by three or more adjudicators, the organizers must: 

 

1. Determine the overall results by implementing the An Coimisiun points system. 

 

2. Complete results can be published in the local and Irish newspapers. 

 

3. Results for must be kept on file by the local Feis for a period of one year. 
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MANDATORY GROUND RULES 
 

In consideration of safety and in fairness to dancers performing at a Feis, photography of any 

kind which has the capability of capturing a dancer's image while in motion is strictly forbidden.    

 

A Feis may elect to allow in motion photography for publicity purposes, but the pictures are 

considered the sole property of the Feis and solely for Feis use only; these are not to be used for 

personal gain through commercial use or sale, and under no circumstances can they be published 

on any website or other areas, without the express written permission of the persons involved.    

 

Additionally, a professional photographer may be formally contracted by a Feis to capture non-

motion photographs, such as portrait photography, awards ceremonies, etc. and/or  in motion 

photography provided it is taken at a vendor station or suitable location:  (a) away from the 

dancing stages and, (b) requested by a consenting parent, guardian, or dancer (over the age of 18).  

 

Parents, teachers and spectators will not be allowed to speak to the adjudicators or musicians 

when the competition is being conducted.  No one will be allowed to speak to the adjudicators or 

musicians when a competitor is performing. 

 

Excessive noise must be controlled by stage stewards at all times, particularly when a competition 

is held indoors. 

 

No Feis committee shall accept advertisements that demean any race, creed or culture. 
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FIGURE CHOREOGRAPHY 
 

Two age groups: 

 

 Junior -   Under 14 

 Senior -   14 Years and Over 

 

 In Senior Figure, no more than 25% of the team can be under 14 and advance to Senior. 

 

1. Not fewer than 8 dancers or more than 16 dancers. 

2. Dancing school costume only. 

3. Must have Irish theme and Irish music. 

4. Only basic steps found in “Ar Rinci Foirne” will be permitted (no solo steps). 

5. Dances must be in 2/4, 4/4, 6/8 time or a combination of those times, but any change of 

music must last at least 16 bars. 

6. No acting, gestures or props will be allowed. 

7. Each team member must be on stage from the commencement of the dance and shall 

dance continuously for the duration of the dance except where, to emphasize a figure, 

short pauses for up to 4 bars may be permitted. 

8. Time limit -- 4 and 1/2 minute time limit on North American Syllabus, 4 minutes on 

World Syllabus. 

 

 

DANCE DRAMA 
 

Two age groups: 

 

 Junior -   Under 14 Years 

 Senior -   14 Years and Over 

 

 

1. Irish theme and music. 

 

2. Time limit for setup, reading, dancing and takedown not to exceed 15 minutes total time.  

Teams will be penalized for exceeding time limit. 

 

3. To be danced with not less than 9 or more than 20 dancers. 

 

A competitor may compete in both Figure Choreography and Dance Drama but not in two 

separate age groups. 
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Standardized Feis Report for Year 2015 
 

Name of Feis or 
Event:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Location:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date(s):______________________________                 Cap (if applicable):__________________ 
 
Feis Start Time:_________________ Feis End Time:_______________________ 
 
Total Number of Registered Dancing Competitors:__________________________ 
 
Total Number of Registered Music Competitors:_____________________ 
 
Total of No Shows:___________________ 
 
Other Categories or Competitions offered:_______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Number of Adjudicators:_____________ 

Names of Adjudicators:_________________________ _________________________ 

_________________________ _________________________  _________________________ 

_________________________ _________________________  _________________________ 

_________________________ _________________________  _________________________ 

_________________________ _________________________  _________________________ 

 
Number of Musicians:_________________ 

Names of Musicians:_________________________  _________________________ 

_________________________ _________________________  _________________________ 

_________________________ _________________________  _________________________ 

_________________________ _________________________  _________________________ 

 
Number of Stages:  Solos__________  Preliminary__________ Championship__________  Other__________ 
 
Was your Feis a cultural success:  YES    NO 
Comments:________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Was your Feis a financial success:  YES    NO 
Comments:________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Successes to Share:________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Problems to Share:_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Submitted by:______________________________________________________________________ 
Date:_______________________________________ 
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NAFC CHAMPIONSHIPS HOSTS 
 SENIOR BELT JUNIOR TROPHY MINOR TROPHY 
    

1957-1970 ERIN MINSTREL SOCIETY   

1974 CATSKILL FEIS   

1975 AOH STAMFORD FEIS   

1976 NAFC BICENTENNIAL FEIS   

1977 GAA MINOR BOARD, NY FEIS DETROIT FEIS  

1978 GAELIC LEAGUE FEIS, DETROIT NASSAU AOH FEIS  

1979 IRISH CANADIAN CLUB FEIS HAMILTON PUTNAM FEIS  

1980 THE GREATER CLEVELAND FEIS GAA MINOR BOARD FEIS  

1981 WASHINGTON FEIS ROCHESTER FEIS  

1982 CANADIAN IRISH YOUTH SOCIETY FEIS PITTSBURGH FEIS  

1983 VILLE MARIE FEIS MONTREAL ROCKLAND CO AOH FEIS  

1984 ROCKLAND CO AOH FEIS STAMFORD AOH FEIS  

1985 PUTNAM COUNTY FEIS THE GREATER CLEVELAND FEIS  

1986 IRISH CENTER OF PITTSBURGH FEIS BUFFALO IRISH CULTURAL SOCIETY  

1987 DAYTON AREA FEIS SOCIETY NEW LONDON JFK AOH FEIS  

1988 IRISH CULTURAL CLUB OF DELAWARE YOUNGSTOWN FEIS SOCIETY  

1989 FORREST CITY FEIS ST. CATHERINES, ONTARIO  

1990 CINCINNATI FEIS DAYTON AREA FEIS SOCIETY  

1991 NEW LONDON JFK AOH FEIS FORREST CITY ONTARIO CA  

1992 COLUMBUS OHIO ST. LOUIS GATEWAY  

1993 ST. CATHARINES FEIS, ONT SYRACUSE FEIS  

1994 BOSTON FEIS COLUMBUS FEIS ST. LOUIS IRISH ARTS FEIS 

1995 IAA NW NEW JERSEY FEILE BAILE OAKVILLE, ONT NASSAU COUNTY, UNIONDALE 

1996 NEW JERSEY STATE FEIS IAA NW NEW JERSEY FEIS NA NOLLAG 

1997 VERLIN SCHOOL FEIS GOV. THOMAS DONGAN FEIS ROCKLAND COUNTY AOH FEIS 

1998 BUFFALO FEIS  CHICAGO FEIS IAA NW NEW JERSEY 

1999 GOV. THOMAS DONGAN FEIS DELAWARE FEIS MCLOUGHLIN FEIS 

2000 LOCKPORT FEIS ETOBICOKE FEIS COLUMBUS FEIS 

2001 CENTRAL NEW YORK FEIS FEILE DENVER LONG ISLAND FEIS 

2002 AKRON AOH FEIS PETRI FEIS MEMPHIS FEIS 

2003 HARTFORD FEIS PEACH STATE FEIS EMERALD ASSOC. OF PUTNAM 

COUNTY 

2004 DELAWARE FEIS UNITED IRISH COUNTIES FEIS SYRACUSE FEIS 
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 SENIOR BELT JUNIOR TROPHY MINOR TROPHY 
    

2005 ETOBICOKE FEIS PITTSBURGH FEIS BUFFALO FEIS 

2006 EMERALD ASSOC. OF PUTNAM COUNTY SYRACUSE FEIS BADGER STATE FEIS 

2007 THOUSAND ISLANDS FEIS IRISH CULTURE CLUB OF DELAWARE BALTIMORE FEIS 

2008 QUEEN CITY FEIS              PUTNAM FEIS PETRI FEIS 

     2009          GREATER TORONTO FEIS            ST. CATHARINE’S FEIS                                 NEW HAVEN FEIS 

     2010         FEILE SAMHAIN               FEILE BAILE ROS          CHICAGO AUTUMN FEIS 

     2011         CELTIC FLING              MONTREAL FEIS          FEIS AT THE FALLS 

     2012          BOB GABOR FEIS             DELAWARE FEIS                                  CELTIC FLING FEIS 

    2013  All three Championship Events held together in Orlando, Florida on Feb. 16, 2013 

    2014              All three Championship Events held together in Orlando, Florida on Feb. 15, 2014 
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Rules for the Senior, Junior and Minor Championships 
 

1. The Championships shall be known as: 

a.) The North American Feis Commission Senior Irish Dancing Championship for the Gerry 

Campbell Perpetual Belt. 

b.) The North American Feis Commission Junior Irish Dancing Championship for the Robert Gabor 

Perpetual trophy. 

c.) The North American Feis Commission Minor Irish Dancing Championship for the George 

Sweetnam Perpetual Trophy. 

2. Competitor’s age will be calculated as of Jan. 1. 

3.   Perpetual Awards are the sole property of the NAFC. The winner must transfer the Championship 

award to the next year’s Championship committee, one month prior to the date of the Championships. 

Replacement Award will be given at the time of the win.  There is also a $500 scholarship award for 

each winner. 

4. Five adjudicators are required for the NAFC Championships. Every attempt will be made to select a 

fair representation of adjudicators from across the Regions. 

5.    QUALIFYING AGE GROUPS: 

SENIOR BELT 17 AND OVER 

JUNIOR TROPHY 13 TO UNDER 17 

MINOR TROPHY UNDER 13 

6. Competitors who qualify for each Championship category must have placed FIRST in that category 

in any NAFC Sanctioned Feis, in the calendar year prior to the date the Championship is held.   

Championship competitors must provide their qualifying Feis and date in order to finalize their entry 

into this event. 

7. Competitors must dance a total of 3 dances: a choice of soft shoe, a choice of hard shoe and a 

contrasting set to the hard shoe chosen.  These must be listed at the time of entry.  The NAFC 

reserves the right to have a recall.  

8. Both males and females compete together in a NAFC Championship. 

9. There will be no second or third place awards in a NAFC Championship. 

10. Any interference by teachers or the audience on behalf of a competitor or competitors will mean 

immediate disqualification of the competitor or competitors. 

11. Competitors must report to the assigned stage, ready to compete when the Championship is 

announced.  Under no circumstances will the Championship be delayed because a competitor is not 

present or refuses to dance when a Stage Manager calls his or her number.  Any infraction of this rule 

will mean immediate disqualification of the competitor. 

12.  Only first place will be revealed and no marks will be distributed. 

13.  All three Championships will go to tabulation. 

14.  Special competitions may be held which are open to all Championship dancers. 
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Gerry Campbell Senior Belt Winners 
1957 Hanna Sullivan 

1958 Maureen Foley 

1959 Kathleen Collins 

1960  Helen Ga 

1961 Patrick Butler 

1962 June Butler 

1963 Joan McNiff 

1964 Roger Casey 

1965 Roger Casey 

1970 Cathy Spencer 

1974 Gail Golden 

1975 Colleen Griffin 

1976 Colleen Griffin 

1977 Stephen Gallagher 

1978 Rosie Fearon 

1979 Michelle Shanahan 

1980 Ruth Garrett 

1981 Brendan Lynch 

1982 Ruth Garrett 

1983 Brian Grant 

1984 Donny Hunt 

1985 Neil Reagan 

1986 Kevin Broesler 

1987 Regan Wick 

1988 Regan Wick 

1989 Ryan Carroll 

1990 Julie Showalter 

1991 tie John Jennings 

  Mary Ann Schade 

1992 John Timm 

1993 Mary Ann Schade 

1994 Mary Ann Schade 

1995 Stephen McAteer 

1996 Teresa O’Sullivan 

1997 Joel Hanna 

1998 Kathleen Keady 

1999 Theresa Wall 

2000 Kathy Irvine 

2001 Timothy Kochka 

2002 Tim Seeman  O’Hare 

2003 Anne Marie Keenan 

2004 Nicholas Yenson 

2005 Ashley Smith  Smith-Houlihan  

2006 Emily Babyn 

2007 Megan Lucey 
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SENIOR BELT WINNERS CONTINUED 

 

2008 Jonathan Scour  Broesler 

2009 Jonathan Scour  Broesler 

2010 Michael Holland Richens-Timm 

2011 Jonathan Scour  Broesler 

2012 Nicholas Paulson Broesler 

2013 Gabriella Wood  Petri 

2014   Nicholas Paulson Broesler 

 

 

Robert Gabor Junior Trophy Winners 

 
1977 Tim O’Hare Detroit 

1978 Brendan Lynch  New Jersey 

1979 Brendan Lynch  New Jersey 

1980 Nancy Isakson  Connecticut 

1981 Brian Grant Ontario 

1982 Mary Rose Conway Ohio 

1983 Joanne McHugh  New York 

1984 Mary Ann Schade New York 

1985 Noreen Conway  Ohio 

1986 Jean Butler New York 

1987 Lisa Cashin New York 

1988 Lisa Cashin New York 

1989 Stephen McAteer Ontario 

1990 Colette Cremins  Chicago 

1991 Colette Cremins  Chicago 

1992 Colette Cremins  Chicago 

1993 Claire Gilligan  Ontario 

1994 Noelle Curran  New Jersey 

1995 Caitlin Allen New York 

1996 Kathy Irvin Ontario 

1997 Paul Cusick Detroit  O’Hare 

1998 Michael Belvitch Detroit  O’Hare 

1999 Maggie Revis New York 

2000 Jillian Farmer New York 

2001 Ari Natan Colorado 

2002 Ashley Smith Boston  Smith-Houlihan Academy 

2003 Ashley Smith Boston  Smith-Houlihan Academy 

2004 Jennifer Orrey  Chicago Trinity 

2005 Jillian Cury Chicago 

2006 Gabriella Wood  New York Petri 

2007 Erin Brown Ontario 

2008 Erin Brown Ontario 

2009 Erin Brown Ontario 
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JUNIOR TROPHY WINNERS CONTINUED 

 

2010 Nicholas Paulson Delaware Broesler 

2011 Sarah Oldam  New Jersey 

2012 Melanie Valdes  New York Petri 

2013 Melanie Valdes  New York Petri 

2014 Owen Luebbers Broesler 

 

 

George Sweetnam Minor Trophy Winners 

 
1994 Eddie Huber Mullane School 

1995 Jamie Lynn Crowley Davis Academy 

1996 tie Maggie Revis Broesler School  

  Ryan Kelly Broesler School 

1997 Jillian Farmer Schade  

1998 Shane Kelly Broesler 

1999 Ashley Smith Smith-Houlihan Academy 

2000 Ashley Smith Smith-Houlihan Academy 

2001 Garrett Coleman Burke 

2002 Kieran Coleman  Burke 

2003 Cian Smith Smith-Houlihan Academy 

2004 Declan Crowley  Broesler 

2005 Gabriella Wood  Petri 

2006 Erinn Brown McGinley Academy 

2007 Ian Luebbers Broesler 

2008 Paige Turilli Inishfree 

2009 Michael Fleck Richens-Timm 

2010 Shannon Umhafer Hagen School 

2011 Melanie Valdes  Petri  

2012 Margaret Nowakowski  Trinity 

2013 Patrick Mello Harney 

2014 Erin Karlok  Peter Smith School 
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NAFC MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP HOSTS 
 

   

                     15 and Over Competition       Under 15 Competition 

 

2011  West Virginia Feis    Peach State Feis 

2012  Pittsburg Winter Feis   Buckeye State Feis 

2013              Both Music Scholarships held in Orlando, Florida on Feb. 16, 2013 

2014        Portland Feis     Cleveland Feis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past Winners of the NAFC Music Scholarship Under 15 

 
2012  Sarah Perry 

2013  Sarah Perry 

2014  Michael Keppler 

 

 

 

 

Past Winners of the NAFC Music Scholarship 15 & Over 

 
 2012  Justine Bensur 

 2013  Anna Johnson 

2014       Andrea Lee   
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COMPETITOR ENTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR  

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION 
 

 

1. Age will be determined as of January 1 

 

2. Musicians who have received compensation to play at a Feis are not eligible. 

 

3. Competitor must supply their own instrument and metronome and be capable of playing the melody of 

tunes specified in the syllabus to the proper metronomic speeds.  Competitors must choose to play an 

instrument from the following list:  Button or piano accordion, concertina, melodian, piano or keyboard, 

violin, flute, tin whistle, banjo, uilleann pipes, or harp.  

                 

4. Competitor must be a resident of North America. 

 

5. Competitor must report to the assigned stage, ready to compete, when the scholarship competition is 

announced.  Under no circumstance will the competition be delayed because a competitor is not present.   

 

UNDER 15 YEARS AGE CATEGORY                                  $500.00 SCHOLARSHIP 

 

Competitor must be prepared to play all tunes from the following list: The adjudicators will select a hard 

and soft shoe dance from the list. 

    Metronomic speed 

Slip Jig       (soft shoe)         8 bar intro plus 40 bars                                                       113 

Reel           (soft shoe)         8 bar intro plus 48 bars                                                      113 

Hornpipe   (hard shoe)        8 bar intro plus 40 bars                                                      138         

Treble Jig    (hard shoe)         8 bar intro plus 48 bars                                                                73 

 

The Competitor will play an 8 bar introduction and then the tune.  A dancer selected by the Feis 

committee will begin dancing immediately following the 8 bar introduction and dance two steps.  

 

15 YEARS AND UNDER 25 YEARS AGE CATEGORY         $500.00 SCHOLARSHIP  

 

Competitor must be prepared to play all tunes from the following list. The adjudicators will select a hard 

and soft shoe dance from the list. 

                                                                                                            Metronomic speed 

Slip Jig         (soft shoe)        8 bar intro plus 40 bars                                           113 

Reel             (soft shoe)         8 bar intro plus 48 bars                                             113   

Hornpipe      (hard shoe)       8 bar intro plus 40 bars                                                              138         

Treble Jig     (hard shoe)       8 bar intro plus 48 bars                                                                73     

 

The Competitor will play an 8 bar introduction and then the tune.  A dancer selected by the Feis 

committee will begin dancing immediately following the 8 bar introduction and dance two steps.  

 

6. The prompting or coaching of competitors during the competition is prohibited. 

 

7. There will be no second or third places awarded in the music competition. 
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NAFC IRISH CULTURAL HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

 

 
1979  Padriac Pearse 

1979  Michael Coleman 

1980  Agustine “Gus” Boland 

1980  John J. “Jack” O’Keefe 

1982  Mary “Mae” Butler 

1982  Edward “Ed” McKenna 

1983  Daniel Patrick O’Kennedy 

1984  Robert “Bob” Gabor 

1986  Mary Holt Moore 

1986  John Joseph Foody 

1987  Michael Gerald “Gerry” Campbell 

1990  Mary Ann Griffith 

1990  Frances L. O’Neill 

1990  Margaret “Peggy” Hannon O’Neill 

1994  Cornelius “Connie” O’Sullivan 

1994  Josephine Fitzmaurice Moran 

1994  Peter Smith 

1998  James A. Brennan 

1998  Ann Richens 

1998  Kathleen Mulkerin 

1998  Edward P Callaghan 

2001  John Glynn 

2001  Sean Anthony Boland 

2003  Patricia Dwyer 

2003  Maureen McDade McGrory 

2004  Laureen O’Neill-James 

2004  Fedelmia Mullan Davis 

2005  Marge Dennehy 

2005  Dennis Dennehy 

2006  Theresa “Tessie” Burke 

2007   Sheila Bradley Keady 

2010  Rita O’Shea 

2012  Helen Gannon 

2012  Mary Woods  

2013  Ed Hansberry 

2014  Thomas Blake 

2015  Maureen Hall 

2015  Bernadette Broderick 

2015  Sheila Murphy Crawford  
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NAFC IRISH CULTURAL HALL OF FAME 

BY-LAWS 
 

 

 

1. There can be no automatic induction of a candidate. 

 

2. Candidates cannot be proposed from the floor at a meeting of the NAFC. 

 

3. A candidate must be proposed in writing, stating all pertinent information to the Screening 

Committee Chairman. 

 

4. All required documentation of the candidate must be submitted by the proposer before a 

candidate will be considered by the Screening Committee. 

 

5. A candidate must receive 50% plus one (1) majority of votes cast by the Screening Committee 

before the candidate is presented to the membership for the NAFC to vote on. 

 

6. A candidate must receive 50% plus one (1) majority of votes cast by the membership before the 

candidate is eligible for induction. 

 

7. A candidate who does not receive 50% plus one (1) from the Screening Committee and/or the 

membership will be tabled until further documentation is presented by the proposer to 

substantiate his or her qualifications.  When such is received, the candidate may be considered the 

following year. 

 

8. The proposer may request in writing the results of the final count of the voting from the 

Chairman. 

 

9. The name of the person whose signature appears on a ballot will be held in strict confidentiality 

by the Chairman of the Screening Committee and the President of the North American Feis 

Commission. 

 

10. The maximum number of candidates who can be inducted each year shall be two.  Should there 

be more than two candidates proposed, the Screening Committee will decide by vote on the two 

candidates most qualified to be presented to the membership.  If the membership vote is positive, 

the remaining candidates will be considered the following year. 

 

11. Should the membership return a negative vote on a candidate, the remaining candidates will be 

screened by the Committee and a replacement will be presented to the membership to vote on.  

This procedure will continue until all candidates proposed are considered and voted on. 
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NAFC IRISH CULTURAL HALL OF FAME 

INDUCTEE SELECTION 
 

The Irish Cultural Hall of Fame was enthusiastically approved by the North American Feis Commission 

in 1978 to memorialize those who have given unselfishly of themselves to promote Irish culture through 

their leadership and participation. 

 

The public is invited to propose candidates for the Hall of Fame.  A Screening Committee of seven 

persons appointed by NAFC evaluates all candidates proposed for the Hall of Fame and presents the 

names and qualifications of those they consider worthy to the full NAFC membership for their vote. 

 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

A candidate must have been actively involved in the field of the “Irish Arts” as a performer, teacher or 

voluntary worker and must have devoted at least ten years laboring for the preservation and promotion of 

Irish culture.  The ability, integrity, character and personality of the candidates should be outstanding, 

such as to bring credit, honor, fame and prestige not only to themselves but also to the Irish race and to 

the community.  Their activities and example should have inspired young people to take an interest in and 

participate in Irish cultural programs and endeavors. 

 

DOCUMENTATION: 

1. A cover letter from the proposer of a candidate outlining their association with the candidate. 

 

2. An autobiography of the candidate describing his or her qualifications.  It should also include the 

candidate’s date and place of birth, address, occupation, name of spouse, children and parents and 

any other personal history which would give the Committee a complete insight of the candidate’s 

eligibility. 

 

3. Four letters of recommendation from organizations or persons (non relatives) who are, or were, 

knowledgeable of the candidate’s involvement in Irish culture.  The Committee will accept only 

one letter from an officer or member of the same organization. 

 

4. Letters from organizations should be written on official letterhead (when available) and signed by 

an officer.  Personal letters should state the writer’s association with Irish culture and the name of 

any Irish organization of which they are an officer or member. 

 

The proposer of a candidate must submit to the Chairman all required documentation before the candidate 

will be considered by the Screening Committee. 

 

Patricia Dwyer, Chairman 

17 Lillburn Drive 

Stony Point, NY 10980-2629 

(845) 942-1874 
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NORTH AMERICAN FEIS COMMISSION 

PRESIDENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 ROBERT GABOR - 1968-1972 

 GERRY CAMPBELL - 1973-1974 

 DANIEL O’KENNEDY - 1975-1976 

 DANIEL ROGERS - 1977-1978 

 EDWARD CALLAGHAN - 1979-1980 

 JOHN GLYNN - 1981-1982 

 NEIL DALY - 1983-1984 

 SEAN BOLAND - 1985-1986 

 ANNE GERVIN - 1987-1988 

 JAMES GALLAGHER - 1989-1990 

 JAMES BRENNAN - 1991-1992 

 PATRICIA DWYER - 1993-1994 

 EDWARD HANSBERRY - 1995-1996 

 TOM BLAKE - 1997-1998 

 PATRICK SHORT - 1999-2000 

                                   JERILYN HAGAN            -            2001-2002 

                                        JOAN PREECE            -            2003-2006 

                            HARRY COSTELLOE           -             2006-2009 

                           PATRICIA WATKINS            -             2009-2014 

                                       LORI SEEMAN           -             2014- 
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