
James Brennan Over 15 Music Scholarship 2018 Report 
On behalf of the North American Feis Commission and the Music Scholarship Committee I 
attended the above noted event in Rochester on July 14th, 2018.  The host committee and 
Sandy Oswald did an outstanding presentation of the scholarship.  It was held at 2pm on the 
main championship stage and the other events were suspended so all could attend the 
scholarship, resulting in a large audience. 
 
The three adjudicators were:  Sean Flynn, Linda Rutherford and Kate Woscyna.    
Four musicians competed, Annie Rutledge from Virginia, Margaret Young from Pennsylvania, 
Marilena Mohan from Ontario, Canada and Amanda Mulvey from Rochester.   Five costumed 
dancers were prepared and ready to dance to the competitor's choice of either light or hard 
shoe dance and did so very competently. 
 
Sandy Oswald introduced the adjudicators and then myself and Bernadette Broderick who was 
present as liaison for the region.  When the light shoe portion of the competition was 
completed and the adjudicators were tabulating the first round of light shoe dance, Sandy 
asked me to speak to the audience regarding the scholarship and it's aims. 
 
When the second round of competition was completed Sandy requested that everyone remain 
at the stage while the tabulating was completed by the adjudicators. 
Sandy had the awards ready for presentation including the cheque facsimile, sash, permanent 
plaque and replacement plaque.  She also prepared very personal hand decorated mugs, with 
the date and place of the scholarship and each competitor's name, to be presented to the 
participants, including the dancers.  Sandy requested that I announce the winner and 
Bernadette, Sandy and the other feis volunteers presented the sash and awards.  I presented 
the cheque facsimile.  The Rochester feis also gave Bernadette and myself the same 
personalized mugs.    
 
I've forwarded the winner's information to the treasurer Sharon Murphy for payment of the 
scholarship. 
 
The Rochester Feis had a professional photographer present for the event and I've forwarded 
those photos on to Shannon Dayringer for publication on the NAFC website and to Geraldine 
Murray for the scholarship Facebook page.  
 
The sash and plaques were forwarded to the Rochester Feis from Ed Hansberry via Michael 
Farrell's friend.  Thank you to Ed and Michael for getting them there on time. The permanent 
plaque was returned to the event by Marilena Mohan, last year's winner, and she has it in her 
possession again, I will retrieve it from her before the next event and ensure the 2018 winner 
name is applied. 
 
 I did ask Sandy to ensure that each entrant had followed the rules and has never played for 
money at a feis.   
 



I sent a thank you email to the Rochester Feis for their professional and courteous organization 
of this event and their warm hospitality to myself and Bernadette.  It was a pleasure to work 
with them.  I've also contacted the members of the scholarship committee with the results and 
a report on the event.   
 
Anne Gervin, Chairperson 
NAFC Music Scholarship committee. 
 
Edward Callaghan Under 15  Music Scholarship  Championship Report 
The event was hosted by the Flower City Feis, Rochester New York on October 7th, 2018 
I attended this event to present the scholarship on behalf of the NAFC at the request of Anne 
Gervin, Scholarship Chairperson and with the approval of Lori Seeman, President of the NAFC. 
 
Contestants (5):  McKayla Burke, NY (harp);  Eileen Duffy, NY (fiddle); 
Arjun  Ramachandran, MD (fiddle); Brianna Cobbey, PA (fiddle); Elizabeth Nist, PA (fiddle). 
 
1st Place awarded to Elizabeth Nist, PA fiddle player student of Katie Grennan, PA 
and dancer of Burke -Conroy School, PA.-$500.00. 
2nd Place awarded to Brianna Cobbey, PA fiddle player student of Katie Grennan, PA 
and dancer of Burke-Conroy School, PA- $250.00. 
Results were unanimous for both winners. 
 
Adjudicators (3): 
Linda Rutherford, NY;  Niall O'Leary, NY; Kate Wosczyna, PA. 
 
Competition resumed at 12:45pm and ended at 1:45pm. 
 
Sandy Oswald and Bernadette Broderick presided over the competition. 
Bernadette Broderick, NAFC announced the winners and made presentations. 
 
Music Competitors (5) each received personalized ceramic mugs commemorating the event 
provided by the Feis 
Volunteer Dancers (3) each received a gift card. 
Adjudicators (3) each received a gift card. 
 
The event was held at a Championship Stage. In order to give the Competition, the treatment 
and respect it deserved, all the other stages paused. It allowed many people the opportunity to 
watch and enjoy a "new" event. 
Sandy Oswald and Flower City Feis Members were honored to host this event. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bernadette Broderick 
Mid-Atlantic Liaison Representative 
 


